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Weed control trials in the Aka Aka drainage system have been ended because

the MAF's fisheries research division has no more suitably sized grass carp
available.

The director of fisheries research division, Dr Robin Allen. makes this clear.

An environmental impact assessment is being prepared and will be presented to
the annual meeting of the Freshwater Fisheries Advisory Council in Wellington
late in July.
"After that the document will be available for discussion by all interested

parties. The question of additional trials and future uses of the fish will be
based on the environmental impact report and on the outcome of the subsequent
discussions," Dr Allen said.

"The grass carp trial in a two kilometre stretch of the Mangawhero Drain also in the Aka Aka Drainage Board's domain - is successful and is continuing."
This trial had shown the fish were an effective means of controlling weed in
drainage ditches with minimum environmental disturbance, Dr Allen said.

The Technical Co-ordinating Committee responsible for overseeing the grass
carp trials under the auspices of the Waikato Valley Authority will meet again
in March, 1985, to review the situation.

The trials were part of a long-term evaluation of grass carp and were originally set up to compare with other means of control the effectiveness of using
grass carp to keep drainage and irrigation ditches free of weed.
"The potential savings to tax and ratepayers and the individual land-holders
run to millions of dollars a year," Dr Allen said,

"The fish are far less costly than mechanical clearance such as draglining,
and less environmentally damaging than the chemical herbicides which are the
alternative means of weed control."

Dr Allen considers that much of the opposition to the use of grass carp in

New Zealand is based on misunderstandings and on confusion with European or koi.
carp.

"This confusion is also at the root of similar opposition in the United States"
he said.

"European carp are rightly declared a noxious animal in New Zealand. They
have the potential to spread rapidly, they would probably breed successfully
and they do immense damage with their pig-like rooting in the bottom mud."

-4-

None of these objections applied to grass carp, which belonged to a different
genus of the carp family, he said.
(C D FARMER)
16.5.84

FIELD DAV ON SPRAV DRIFT
After recent damage to Te Kauwhata horticultural crops by drifting hormone
sprays a field day was organised to help prevent this happening again.
The field day was promoted by a recently formed hormone drift prevention committee, made up of government, local body, farming and horticulture representatives and was organised by Waikato County Noxious Plant Officers with assistance
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Ruakura Research Centre, the
Health Department, New Zealand Weed and Pest Society, Federated Farmers and Te
Kauwhata horticulturists.

(WAIKATO TIMES)
8.5.84

WEEDS COST A FORTUNE
New Zealand is being robbed of about $340 million of foreign exchange every
year.

The culprit is the humble weed, effectively taking out of production about 10
per cent of the country's pasturelands.

The figures are the result of a research project commissioned by Monsanto (NZ)
Ltd, and published in a discussion paper presented at the launch of a $10,000

annual research grant in weed science at the Beehive.
The grant was announced by the then Minister of Agriculture, Mr Duncan
Mac Intyre.

The paper says that, while a considerable amount of research has been carried
out in New Zealand on methods of controlling weeds and the use of herbicides,

little work has been completed on the economic implications of weeds to agriculture.

"About $50 million a year is spent in controlling weeds but we don't really

have much idea of what we are getting for that sort of expenditure", said the
company's marketing manager, Mr Gerald Atkinson.

"We have a long list of weeds that are classified as noxious, but we don't
how widespread they are or, in many cases, how and to what extent they hinder
or inhibit production," he said.

-5

Mr Atkinson said that, from the farmer's point of view, it was important to
know what the economic benefits would be in any programme to clear or eliminate
weeds.

"We know a great deal about the biology and chemistry of weeds but we know
very little about the costs/benefits of clearing weeds.

"Obviously there is a point at which the value of increased production to the
farmer will exceed the cost of a control programme. But, except in one or two
cases, we don ' t know what that point i s."

The paper notes that there has not been a national survey of the weed problem
other than one in the South Island to identify the extent of scrub cover on
pastureland. Nor has a definitive list been established to identify the main
problem weeds in economic terms.

It cites a number of authorities in the subject who say that many of the scrub
eradication programmes are essentially short-term and used by farmers only to
increase production when market returns are high.

Research into the problem, the paper says, has also highlighted the need for
good pasture management as one of the means of keeping down weeds.

Using statistics from the South Island survey, the paper estimates that there
are about 800,000 hectares of potential pasture which is covered in scrub and
out of production.

If only two-thirds of this land was cleared the return in foreign exchange
would exceed $90 million (at 1982 FOB prices), while the investment would be
$400 million.

The payback period would come about 4A years, well within economic guidelines
used by the Government in determining the profitability of major projects.
(THE MAIL)
29.5.84

Council Termed Waste of Time

DAILY NEWS
4.8.84

The Noxious Plants Council, Wellington, came under fire at August's
meeting of the Taranaki County-New Plymouth City District Noxious Plants
Authority in New Plymouth.
The council was "virtually a waste of time", claimed chairman, Mr Mike
Vickers. "Things take so long to get done."

The council is the main body for all regional co-ordinating committees
and district noxious plants authorities.
Mr Philip Marchant of Stratford, the District Noxious Plants representa-

tive for Taranaki on the regional council, said it was a sad citation.
"The whole thing is in a form of decay", he said. "I think the Noxious
Plants Council is in a very sad situation and if we don't watch it, it will
all come back on the authority."
Mr Maurice Henderson said it all came back on the farmers.

"We are

carrying the burden," he said. "The council has cost our officer a lot of
time and money in the past.

6

CONCERN OVER PLAIIT SPREAD
A PLANT which it is felt should be declared a Class A noxious

plant has doubled its infestation aree on the Richmond Hills 4
in the last year allegedly because of inaction by the Noxious Pl ants
Council.

The plant - stipa bigeniculata - is confined to two properties in Champion

Road and these are the only known infestations in New Zealand.

Mr Graham Strickett, senior noxious plants officer with the Waimea District
Noxious Plants Authority, said that in March last year, after the plant had been
identified, he gave a full report on it to the Noxious Plants Council. In the
report he called for stipa bigeniculata to be classified a class A noxious plant

and for funding from the council for eradication.

Since then, the area of infestation had doubled from 5.76 hectarea and it
threatens better pastoral land on adjoining properties.

An April meeting of the authority decided to write to the council asking for an
immediate response to the request for class A classification and funding for era-

dication.

(NELSON EVENING MAIL)
18.4.84

REMITS BY THE HUNDRED
Discussions and resolutions on noxious plants are frequent at meetings of
county and district councils throughout New Zealand.
During the last 25 years the Counties Association has accumulated 300 resolu-

tions relating to noxious weeds.

This was a fact revealed by the chairman of the Counties Association, Mr T.F.L.
Ward, speaking at the opening of the annual conference of the Institute of
Noxious Plants Officers in Tauranga in May.

Mr Ward said his association was formulating a comprehensive policy register
covering its main areas of interest including noxious plants.

"Obviously some resolutions have been adopted a number of times", said Mr Ward.
"So we are probably looking at fewer than 100 different policy aspects of
noxious plant control. Summarising the material is a formidable task."
( BAY OF PLENTY TIMES)
3.5.84

MURPHY'S LAW

Left to themselves, things always go from bad to worse.
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MILES AHEAD
OF OTHER RESIDUAL HERBICIDES
USTILAN is not just another weedkiller, it is a broad spectrum herbicide
that controls both broad-leaved and grass weeds including many obstinate species. Ustilan can be applied in lower water volumes provided
good even spray coverage is attained.

Ustilan provides a marathon performance - it stays in the soil for longer.

Ustilan is the biggest step forward in total residual vegetation control tests show Ustilan kills a broader range of annual and perennial weeds
than any other herbicide tried in New Zealand.

Ensure total vegetation control with a broad spectrum herbicide USTILAN.
' Registered trademark 01 Baye, AG

Bayer

New Zealand Ltd

(BAERI

Marine Parade, Petone
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Accusations of 'Buck Passing'
The Railways Corporation and the Lands and Survey Department were accused of
"passing the buck" over the problem of control of noxious weeds on railway land

and along closed railway lines at last May's annual conference between the Southland Progress League and Southland MPs.
The Southland County Council wants the Ministers of Railways and Lands to be
more co-operative with the clearance and control of weeds on such land.
SERIOUS CONCERN

"The rapid spread of noxious plants, particularly gorse and broom on New

Zealand Railways land and former New Zealand Railways land is of serious concern"
the county said.

Rabbit infestations on railway land, were also a problem and "the infestations
are spreading onto adjoining farmland".

The council said the Noxious Plants Act gave local authorities the ability to
prosecute the Crown, but the Summary Proceedings Act prevented such a prosecution from proceeding.

The Railways Corporation had ceased putting in annual programmes during the
past two years.
AWARE OF PROBLEM

In reply, the MP for Wallace, Mr D.A. Angus said the Railways Corporation was
now aware of the problem. He said the responsibility for control of weeds on
disused railway land lay with the Lands and Survey Department.
(SOUTHLAND TIMES)
19.5.84

War on Weeds will help City's Jobless.
A noxious weeds eradication programme is to be launched by the City Council as
a work creation project.

Gorse, boxthorn, variegated thistle and wooly hiqhtshade are well established
in some areas. The situation has been surveyed by two noxious plants committee
membmn. together with the noxious Plants Officer, Mr Alan English.

Accord;rig to a council report, they recognised a substantial amount of work
needs to be done in the city.

"Some can be undertaken in co-operation with the owners, but a large part of
the problem is a council responsibility", the report says.
(WANGANUI HERALD)
24.5.84

9

. 1

*ri·,p

OLD

.

MAN'S
-1

BEARD

IT WOULD APPEAR that the

thing to do nowadays is to
haveone's photograph taken

0 ·1 whilst in the company of
9 Clematis Vitalba.
4.-r

,

i

But al-

*" though she may be pretty,
·.

t

she is not all that desir-

able.

.
.

On our right, we have
Alan Teale of Ashburton.
L

Below,

d

its

none

other

. than Arthur Zrinyi, N.P.O.
,

with

Taranaki.
C

And last but not least,
we have Graham Strickett,

1

ripma 1 Senior Officer with

the

* 40 Waimea D.N.P.A.

...

I-

4 4
9

. .· -K,1 A j

e.-milill'll/2,

f .IfILI'll""11**Mill'll
.-6

'

6//pr.

1.1.

illillillit - *.dilillabillietill:/:415*'1&3864;13/t
t

.

I

C
.

.

'

2

I

I

t...01

'

b. '2.9

10

CONTROLLING GORSE
wltnout costl, cnemlcals
Using goats and sheep for controlling gorse-infested hill country is more
profitable than chemical methods, according to a reasearch report from the
Agricultural economics research unit, Lincoln College.
Although both methods are profitable in controlling gorse, the goat-sheep

method has the greater income potential and requires less lost capital di;ring
development.

The report says the goat-sheep method is more profitable because capital is
not lost as the goats can be sold once the gorse has been controlled.
Chemicals and appl ication costs cannot be recouped except in consequent land
productivity.

Goat enterprises generate income while gorse is being controlled but if no
income were generated the method would still be the most attractive.

Traditionally gorse had been controlled by burning and spraying with chemicals.
however, spraying is costly and the effectiveness of the method is limited.
The report studied four control strateay options using goats.
Goat production was considered in conjunction with sheep production.

Three of the goat production options were using feral does with income frcm
progeny sold tor meat, feral goats with income from cashmere and first and second cross wethers with income from cashgora.

The other option Aas feral does crossed to angora bucks with doe kids sold as
first cross and wether kids sold for scrub control.

These control options were assessed under a range of goat grazing rates and
were compared with the traditional burning and spraying to control gerse.

All goat-sheep control options were found more profitable than using chemicals,
with the feral does and angora bucks option proving particularly profitable presently receiving higher returns than commercial sheep enterprises.
Current New Zealand markets for cashmere, cashqora, mohair and angora are experiencing rapid change.

However, because goat fibre markets in New Zealand are still new, more producer and marketing experience is needed for long term confidence in economic
viability.

Although fibre markets may not be certain. results showed that the rflative
profitability of the goat-sheep method was not sensitive to changes in goat
product markets, says the report.

Farmers could experiment with goat enterprises knowing that these will be
more viable than chemical control.

- 11

Traditionally, farmers have not used goats to control gorse, although th€y
have known for years this was possible.

Having goats makes managing livestock more complex, and farmers have felt thet

the economic benefits of using goats to control gorse were not adequate.
However, as chemical gorse control has become more costly and goat enterprises

more common, there has been more interest in using goats to control gorse.
Improvement in goat product markets, along with recent research by DSIR and

MAF in using goats, has encouraged the present interest in this method of gorse
control .

Chemicals do provide the quickest rate of developing full pasture production
from hill country gorse but costs have a stronger influence on profit.
Costs would have to decrease more than 85% for the chemical method to economi-

cally equal to the goat sheep method.

The cheapest and most cost efficient chemical for controlling gorse is 2,4,5,T

but even if this were free, the goat-sheep method would still be the more economically favourable.

Long run profitability of gorse control is sensitive to sheep production prices.
As sheep returns increase, there is a greater economic benefit in quickly reaching full sheep grazing potential.

Gorse control by chemicals can achieve full grazing quickly, so the relative
profitability of this method improves as sheep prices rise. But sheep product

prices would have to improve by more than 68% representing wool at $4.80 kg and
average price for lambs of $24.80.
If present sheep product prices fell by half and other costs and returns stayed

the same, controlling gorse by chemicals would not be profitable.
The report shows that feral goats provide the potential to earn income, witt
one option economically competitive to sheep returns.
Gorse could therefore, be seen as feed rather than a weed, and the management

objective might be using gorse as a resource for a goat enterprise.
(THE DAILY NEWS)
28.6.84

110 neell for Regional Committee?
Marlborough sees little need for the noxious plants Regional Co-ordinating
Committee and Kaikoura has no use for it either.

Representatives of the Kaikoura District Noxious Plants Authority met with the
Marlborough Authority yesterday to discuss the possible demise of the regional
committee.

The regional committee meets periodically in Nelson though some recent meetings were cancelled for lack of business.

12

Mr Richard Latter said it was a long way to travel for Kaikoura members to a

meeting which was hardly worthwhile. He suggested that Kaikoura and Marlborough
have their own co-ordinating committee instead.

Marlborough authority chairman, Mr Brian Schwass said the authority had come

to the same conclusion and two months ago had decided to bypass the regional committee. This had been agreed to by the Noxious Plants Council.
Mr Bill Bown, a member of the council, said some co-ordinating committes
worked, others did not. The council hoped to do away with them. In the meantime, two field officers, one for the North Island and one for the South Island

would be appointed to co-ordinate work between authorities and to check on
special projects.
(THE MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS)
27.6.84

A Little On NOOGOORA BURR
Noogoora burr is a native of Europe and central Asia and has established itself in Australia. It is fast becoming a big problem in the Waikato, Piako and
Waipa counties.

It is an erect growing robust weed that is a sparingly branched annual up to
two metres tall. It is rough to the touch and has broad leaves resembling a
grape leaf in outline.

These leaves are mostly 10 to 15 centimetres in diameter with irregular teeth
on the edges. The leaves have three main veins of a reddish colour. The plant
bears male and female flowers. Male flowers soon drop off, the female clusters
in the forks of the leaves, These develop into hard woody spinny burrs which
are brown when ripe and are about two centimetres long and are densely covered
in hooked spines. The burrs have two seeds in each part, one of which will germinate irrmediately while the other will generally wait till another more favourable season

The weed is regarded as the worst in the world. It quickly forms dense

spreading patches which completely smother other crops and grasses. It can be
poisonous to stock and each plant is capable of setting up to 80,000 seeds.

In its young stages it closely resembles maize. It grows upright and when
mature is about 2.4 metres tall with leaves two to three centimetres wide.

Its

seedheads are purplish-red and each seed has hairlike projections.

It has large underground creeping rhizomes which are its most characteristic
feature„

(KATIKATI ADVERTISER)
24.4.84
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ALLIGATOR WEED FOUND
A small infestation of alligator weed has been found in the Orongo district
on the Hauraki Plains, according to the Hauraki Plains County Noxious Plants

Officer, Mr Peter Kennedy.

"To my knowledge, this is the first siqhting of the weed on the Hauraki

Plains", said Mr Kennedy.

"Alligator weed ic a native of South America and has been known to be in the
country for some time, being particularly bad in Northland lakes and drains but
can also readily establish on arable land",

lie said that experiments were being undertaken with a small beetle which lives
only on alligator weed and from what he understood, the tests were most encour-

aging in the control of the weed,

(THAMES VALLEY GAZETTE)
22.5.84

COMPENSATION

ACCEPTED
A Cable Bay family who had their organic garden accidentally sprayed by a
helicopter have decided to accept an offer of $400 compensation from Marlborough
Helicopters Ltd.

Ihe Haig family claim their garden was sprayed in late October last year by a
helicopter spraying fish fertiliser on neighbouring fields.
A few days after the spraying the Haigs noticed their plants and trees were
beginning to wilt. The helicopter had earlier been spraying with a hormone
thistle spray and Mr David Haig said the pilot told him he had not washed out
tne tanks before putting in the fish fertiliser spray.

Mr Haig said the Pesticide Board had confirmed that the damage sustained by
their garden was consistent with hormone spray damage.

Mr Haig said that now the family's personal claim had been settled they were
looking at putting their energy into getting the laws and regulations regarding
helicopter spraying tightened.

A study in 1972 in the North Island had recommended that hormone sprays were

not to be sprayed within one mile of areas of habitation. The study was commissioned by the Health Department after a few cases of birth deformities had
been noticed in the North Island, he said.

The study's recommendation had never been adopted and the present regulations
governing helicopter spraying offered no protection to householders. If there
was a law that stated helicopters spraying farmland could not fly over people's

14

houses and gardens then at least that would offer some protection from the experience his family had suffered, he said.

He had been in contact with other people in Nelson who had suffered similar
experiences and they would be approaching the relevant government departments
suggesting that the regulations be tightened, he said.
(NELSON EVENING MAIL)
19.4.84

Avon River Weed Control
A trial application of a new herbicide to kill weed in the Avon River had been
"very encouraging", said the chief engineer of the Christchurch Drainage Board,
Mr H.P. Hunt.

A number of weed control trials have been done at Kerrs Reach during the last
few months. Weed has caused problems for rowers at low tide.

The latest trial using jellied diquat had been held up for a few weeks because
the chemical had been unavailable. Mr Hunt said that the application upstream of

Breezes Road at Kerrs Reach had shown "promising" results.

A report on the trial would be made to the board, on whether to obtain more of
the chemical.

(CHRISTCHURCH PRESS)
6.4.84

SEED GERMIIIATION INVESTIGATED
Burying the seeds of several of New Zealand's most common pasture weeds and

trying to germinate them would not appeal to many farmers.
However, this is just what researchers at Ruakura Soil and Plant Research

Station have done in a project aimed at determining the viability of the seeds
of several weeds.

The seeds of ragwort, giant buttercup, nodding thistle, Californian and Scotch
thistle were all buried at various depths in the soil. After two years the seeds

were collected and germinated in a glasshouse.

According to Ruakura technical officer, Mr Alec Thompson, not a great deal is
known in New Zealand about how long the seeds of common weeds will last.

"Much of the information comes from informed guesses and extrapolations from
overseas work," he said.

"The present trial at Ruakura is designed to be a long-term one, running for
15 to 20 years."

The seed germinated at Ruakura after two years was buried at three depths in
the soil, 2cm, 5cm and 20cm.

15

Average viability rates at the four trial sites generally appeared to increase
the deeper the seed was buried.

After two years about half of all the seed from the five weed varieties buried
at 20cm was able to be germinated. The viability rate ranged from 46 per cent

for golden buttercup to 58 per cent for ragwort.

The viability of seed buried in 5cm of soil was less for all weeds except

ragwort which again had a 58 per cent viability.

Californian thistle and Scotch thistle had a viability of about 32 per cent,
nodding thistle, 41 per cent, while only 6 per cent of the golden buttercup
seed was viable.

Seed buried in the top 2cm of soil had a generally low viability although 31.5

per cent of the ragwort seed was viable.

Other viabilities at this depth were: Californian thistle, 9 per cent: nodding thistle, 2.9 per cent; Scotch thistle, 1.6 per cent and Golden buttercup
0.2 per cent.

(TIMARU HERALD)
4.5.84

JUDGEMENT
of

JUDGE F. G. PATERSON
Mr Mangels, a farmer on the Old Tai Tapu Road, is charged by the Noxious
Plants Officer of the Paparua County Council with a failure to comply with a
notice under Section 51 of the Noxious Plants Act 1978 which was a public notification on the 25th May, 1981, after endeavours to serve a notice personally
had been unsuccessful. The notice relates to two particular blocks of land
which have been called the lower and upper blocks, with areas of 11 acres and
35 acres approximately, respectively. They are difficult country and they have
infestations of gorse, broom and boxthorn. The public notification was a specific notice directed to Mr Mangels himself in regard to these two blocks. It
required him to completely clear the gorse, broom and boxthorn and adjoining
roads ides of the lower block and to eradicate gorse and broom to 20 metres from
all boundaries of the upper block. The time limit set was before the 14th of
October 1981.
I am satisfied on the evidence that this was not done.

This is another of

the cases where there is conflict between the requirements of a noxious plants
authority on behalf of all occupiers and an individual farmer who has economic
problems and seasonal and farm work problems and he prefers to attend to his
noxious plants obligations in his own programme, not to comply with the intervention of an overall authority as in this case. There is, oc course, some
sympathy for the farmer but he has to have regard to his neiqhbourhood respon-
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sibility as enforceable under the Act. What has not been done here is, first,
there have not been any endeavours by the farmer to discuss the matters with
the noxious plants officer, Mr Brown, with a view to explaining the problems and
requesting at least an extension of time or a variation of requirements. That
appears not to be possible in view of the attitude, at least of Mr Mangels towards Mr Brown:

he finds that he is not able to discuss the matters with him.

There is, of course, the further availability to any recipient of a right of
appeal against the terms of the notice and the limit dates but this was not done
either, so the Court is left in the situation that whatever sympathies it may

have to the farmer's difficulties, it is here to enforce the law and once a case
is established, as it is in this case, that must be done. But I wish to make
it clear that this is not a farmer who is avoiding his responsibility because
obviously he has incurred considerable expense in the area of noxious plants
eradication and it is therefore clearly not a matter for major penalty, Mr
Mangels is convicted of th& charge as brought, he is fined $100 with $20 Court
costs and $75 solicitor's fee. Any exhibits of which return is required may be
returned to the parties.

(F.G. PATERSON)
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

REDUCE DRIFT!
MY MESSAGE is short and simple. It is really
to seek the support of you as individual members
of the Noxious Plants Officers Institute in en-

Mr B. B. Watts.
Registrar.

Pesticides Board.

deavouring to reduce the amount of plant damage

which is occurring and has occurred in the last twelve months or so from "off
target drift" of pesticides.

Some of you will know that there was considerable damage caused this last
summer in the Te Kauwhata area and to a lesser extent in Gisborne and Hastings.
And indeed, we are continually getting reports from areas throughout the country
with the exception of the South Island which has a pretty clean record. Why did
the above-mentioned widespread damage take place? There have been a number of
reasons not in the least of which has been put forward that the revocation of
the Agricultural Chemicals Regulations was significant.

Those officers who work in areas where grapes are grown will realise that
those Regulations, apart from placing restriction on herbicides used in oil,
only require notification when herbicides were used with water within the specified period of time and in the specified distance of a vineyard. They did not
give the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries the authority to say to a farmer
or a contractor 'You shall not use'. It was simply a notification. It has been
suggested that these regulations were perhaps more misunderstood than understood
by the individual.

Another reason for damage has been suggested as being a shortage of 24D in
particular, due to difficulty of supply.
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The third factor has been suggested as being enforcement by local authorities
to require spraying to be done by a certain date. Whatever the reasons, I can
say to you, that we have the Weed Pesticides Board under the Ministry of Agri-

culture and Fisheries, who have had quite a tremendous pressure placed on them to
re-instate legislative controls over the use of herbicides during the horticOlturally active season. It is easy of course to call for legislation but is another
matter to put it into operation.

The present law relating to the application of herbicides make it a requirement that dusts can only be applied during the winter season. As far as all
other herbicides are concerned and including dusts, it is an offence to apply or
to cause any person to apply any herbicide in such a reckless manner so as to
cause damage to the property other than that which was intended to be applied to.

This law has not been tested in court, we are assured by legal people that "Reckless" is a pretty well known legal term. It relates to all herbicides which kill
or dessicate or control plants, to all crops on other than the property which the
application was meant for.

What are we going to do to take steps to reduce the amount of damage? The
Board has asked the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to spearhead a campaign
throughout New Zealand on the need to do this to reduce the amount of damage,
highlighting four key points.

1. Spray very early: (presumably pasture spraying of 24D. To spray weeds as
early as possible - Autumn Winter spraying means a great behavioural change
to the user, the farmer. It is important that we attempt to get the farmer
to spray early, when the number of susceptible Horticultural and Agricultural
crops are not actively growing and are not subject to spray damage.

2. The need for care in application. Spray in a light wind situation away from
susceptible areas. To consider stopping spraying when the wind velocity
reaches 10km per hour.

3. Keep spray pressure down and droplets larger.

4. The need to inspect adjacent areas for susceptible crops before spraying.

The need to observe good neighbourliness. For the farmer to respect the
horticulturalist and vice versa,

The Pesticides Board seeks the support of the Noxious Plants Officers Institute

in this campaign. If the Pesticides Board is not successful in reducing the number of damage cases reported to them, there will be further demand for restrictions on the use of herbicides.

The Board's view is that it is better to educate

than legislate.

(MR B.B. WATTS, REGISTRAR)
CONFERENCE - 1984

MURPHY'S LAW

A dropped tool will land where it can do the most damage. (This is also known
as the law of selective gravitation).

18 -

Spraying with Microlights a No-No
Microlights can be used only for recreational purposes and if they are
used for any other purpose operators will be breaking the law.
This has been revealed by Mr Alan Benson, field officer with Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in Gisborne, after checking the use of microlights to apply agricultural chemicals.

The matter was raised at a recent meeting on the use of sprays when Mr
Bill Jackson, technical officer with Shell Chemicals, expressed concern
about their potential use for spraying.

He thought this was being further encouraged by tax concessions for the
purchase of microlights to be used in this manner. But Mr Benson, who
sought further information from the Pesticides Board in Wellington, found
that licences for microlights were issued by Civil Aviation, Ministry of
Transport, and they were only for recreational purposes.

Even if the operator was a registered applicator he would be breaking
the law using a microlight for spraying agricultural chemicals.
GISBORNE HERALD
18.8.84

SEEKING CLASSIFICATION

SOUTHLAND TIMES

14.7.84

Efforts to have pinus contorta classified as a class B noxious plant in
the Wakatipu area are being made by the noxious plants officer, Mr N. Chin.
Mr Chin told the Wakatipu Environmental Society that it would be no easy
task to get the classification. A distribution map outlining the spread
of the conifer in the district would be drawn up as well as a control programme.

Before a plant could be declared noxious, there had to be proof that it

caused economic loss, Mr Chin said.

Members of the society said they did not think there would be too much

difficulty proving that in the Wakatipu area.

It was suggested that there would be widespread farmer support, since
conifers had invaded good pastoral land in many cases.

The society's concern is about the spread of pinetrees changing the face

of the area.

WANT CONTROL

Its president, Mr W. Taylor, said it was control that the society wanted,
not complete eradication.

The senior ranger with the Lands and Survey Department, Mr N. Simpson,
told the society that the department's programme regarding conifers now
covered virtually the whole district so there was considerable work being
done in the area of control.

The society plans to keep a watching brief on the situation.

1984 CONFERENCE - TAURANGA
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pvC - A DIONIn CUIDrlt?
After the dioxin scare which led to the closing of a Hamburg chemicals
factory late last month comes another horror story which could have worldwide implications.

An investigation by the Hamburg Environment Ministry has shown that two
domestic garbage incinerators are giving out dioxin, called by scientists

the most poisonous substance ever produced by man. The amounts are
minuscule, but they still exceed official limits by a factor of 700.
As the incinerators deal only with household rubbish, ministry officials
have virtually ruled out industrial waste as the culprit.

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) the ubiquitous plastic which makes up a signifi-

cant proportion of domestic rubbish is a much more likely culprit.
Investigations are now going on in other states of West Germany as to
whether their rubbish incinerators have the same problem.

The cause has been known for some time heating halogenated hydrocarbons of which PVC is one - to around 600 degrees Celsius destroys the basic
substances, but gives off various dioxins, amongst them 2,3,7,8,- TCDD.
To destroy the dioxins themselves, a temperature of around 1300 degrees
C. is necessary.

If incineration of household rubbish is to be retained, 44 plants will
have to be rebuilt to run at the higher temperature. The cost is estimated
to be in the thousands of millions of deutschmarks.

The alternatives, as Hamburg's Environment Minister, Mr Wolfgang Curilla,

sees them, are either to close down the incinerators or to ban the pro-

duction of PVC. He would take the first course in Hamburg if nothing else
could be done, and he also said he had asked the Federal Government to
investigate the latter possibility.

A spokesman for the Interior Ministry in Bonn, however, said no such

request had been received, and nor was the Ministry concerning itself with
the problem.

Although the Interior Minister, Mr Friedrich Zimmermann, has made a name
for himself in attempting to clean up air pollution generally - to save
West Germany's dying forests - the shock to the economy involved in virtually killing off a major part of the chemical industry would be immense.
(Copyright - London Observer Service)

CHRISTCHURCH PRESS
21.7.84

WHEN FLOWER IS WEED
New Zealand has acquired another unwanted waterweed. A water lily, the new
plant is already established in Lake Okareka near Rotorua and is regarded there
as a nuisance.

Government scientists say that unless it is contained or, preferably, eradicated, it is likely to become more widespread.
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The aquatic plant section at the Ruakura Soil and Plant Research Station is

researching methods of eradication and also working to have the lily declared

a noxious plant.

Dr John Clayton, of Ruakura, says the lily species is called "entire marsh-

wort,"

with the scientific name Nymphoides geminata.

The plant is believed to have been introduced from Australia. It has
attractive five-petalled yellow flowers with a distinctive ultraviolet reflection which attracts insects.

Dr Clayton says the plant grows quickly and appears to overgrow even other

ornamental water lillies.

He is concerned at the potential for entire marshwort plants to develop from

fragments - unusual for a water lily.

NEW ZEALAND HERALD
17.8.84

ADDRESS TO APPLICATORS' CONFERENCE
liu Doug Ronertson, snr Vice Presklent, 1.11.P.O. Inc.
Thank you for extending an invitation to a Representative of our Institute
to attend your Annual Conference and thereby allowing me the privilege of addressing your meeting here today.
I stand before you today as Senior Vice President of our Institute and there
is significance in this fact. The significance therefore, is that our Institute places high priority on the importance of direct communication between
your Federation and our Institute, especially at National Level.
I am sure that the developing liaison between our two bodies has resulted in
a better understanding of the problems each of us has had in the past and no
doubt will face, and solve, in the years ahead.

Personally, I have always worked on the principle that there is no problem
that cannot be solved amicably by discussion and I am sure that the interexchange of information now apparent between our two bodies is proof that this
principle does work.
Let me quote an excellent example of the developing relationship between our
two organisations. Recently, as an observer, I attended a locally sponsored
educational seminar at Te Kauwhata, where local contractors and Noxious Plants
Officers were co-operating in an excellent combined project aimed at reducing

the risks of spray damage from the drift of chemicals onto non-target areas.
The fact that this exercise was supported by the Ministry of Agriculture and

Fisheries, the New Zealand Agricultural Engineering Institute, and was televised for future National exposure, ably demonstrates the value of the closer
relationship already developed between our Organisations.
This is but one example and I know that we could find comparatives throughout
New Zealand.

Looking into the future, may I prophesy an even greater need for clear communication channels to be kept open between us.

Since the inception of the Noxious Plants Act 1978, all involved in Noxious
Plants Control have witnessed meny changes in policy, and have had to adjust
to the many differing aspects introduced.

EFFECIWEC# CONTROLS

MOLATED BRUSHWEEDS

fltr

C8213

4®OND

USEVELPAIUOUIDAND

THE DUPONT SPOTGUIC
Velpar Liquid is a highly effective brush

killer for use in a variety of applications.
Together with the Du Pont Spotgun it

has been developed specifically for New
Zealand farming conditions as an ideal
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method of treating sparse populations of
troublesome brushweeds.
ADVANTAGES:

• Controls a wide variety of isolated
brushweeds (see chart).
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• Easy. No diluents are required. The
light 5 litre go-anywhere back pack
means you've got a completely
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portable set up, ready to go at a
moments notice.

• Fast. One man can do the work of
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three using conventional methods.

• Economical. Because the Du Pont

Spotgun delivers accurate doses this
increases the efficiency of Velpar

A Du Pont Spot«unS on-surface nozzle for flat gund.
Spear for sloping ground to minimize run-off.

Liquid. The unique application

Velpar Liquid/Dose Rate Table

methods also mean there's no waste,

WEED
SPECIES

no spray drift and minimum pasture

damage.
• Tested and proven. Since 1976
Velpar Liquid and the Du Pont

Spotgun system has been used
effectively throughout New Zealand.
• Low capital investment. No need for
pump, vehicle, hose, tank, etc.
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Your nearest Du Pont Representative is
JON PORTER

North Island Sales Supen'isor
Tel Auckland 798-128
DON MacLEOD
Tel. Auckland 798-128 Business. 656-566 Private
TOM WHITEHEAD

Tel. Rotorua 86-139
MARK CHRISTIE

Agrichemicals

Tel. Rangiora 5427

Codistributed by ICI Tasman Ltd and

JOHN SMITH

Arthur Yates & Co Ltd.

Tel. Christchurch 69-976

Velpar and Du Pont Spotgun are

Du Pont INew Zealand, Limited

registered trademarks of E.I. du Pont de

P O Box 977. Auckland. New Zealand.

Nemours & Co. Inc Wilmington, U.S.A.

Telephone 798-128
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Personally, I have always been of the opinion that the introduction of weed
control subsidies, coinciding with the inception of the new Act, has been detrimental to the application of that Act in its full context and its ramifications.

In saying this, let me make it abundantly clear that personally, I am not
opposed to subsidised weed control, nor is our Institute which, as a body, has
supported its continuation ultimately to the extent of our President presenting
a letter of concern personally to the Minister of Agriculture.
There is no denying that the involvement Noxious Plants Officers had in admin-

istering the Subsidy Scheme made extreme demands on their time and was detrimental to the administration of the new Act.

Many of you will probably be aware of the National review of gazetted Noxious
Plants that has recently been undertaken by the Noxious Plants Council. The
analysis of this review will form the basis for future planned, co-ordinated and
ultimately, more uniform control of Noxious Plants throughout New Zealand, and
it is my contention that this fact takes us right back to 1978 and to the true
intent of the Act at the time of its inception.

In my mind, the coincidental introduction of weed control subsidy at that
time clouded the issue and muffled the impact that the new Act would otherwise
In the past, we have spoken of Noxious Weeds and degree of infestahave had.

tions, but this recent review has introduced new terminology in weed control, by
categorising Noxious Weeds under the headings Widespread Weeds and Target Weeds.
The term Widespread refers to those weeds firmly established in extensive
colonies and thereby falling into a Control - Prevent further Spread - Reduce -

and Ultimately hope to Eradicate - Category.

Those weeds falling within the category of Target Weeds are those that are
less firmly established numerically, confined to relatively small areas and
are considered both practical and economic to eradicate, or at least to bring
under full control.

So the winds of change are again apparent and new priorities are being promulgated by the Noxious Plants Council heralding yet another new era in Noxious
Plants Control and a parallelled change in the priorities of both District
Noxious Plant Authorities and Noxious Plant Officers alike.

Accent on these future priorities would appear to be in the following order:
(1) To recognise and prevent the establishment of potentially dangerous weeds.
(2) To assess the type and the extent of established infestations that meet
the criteria of target weeds and to instigate co-ordinated programmes for
control - eradication initially on a district basis and ultimately on individual properties.

(3) To identify those weeds categorised widespread and formulate a practical,
systematic approach to their effective control and reduction.

I would envisage that the greater emphasis being placed on target weeds will
influence District Noxious Plant Authority Control Programmes resulting in the
generation of greater activity in a phase of weed control that has in the past
been consi dered of low priority.

Those weeds falling into the category Widespread will continue to demand
effective control and the cessation of involvement in Subsidy work will enable
the Noxious Plants Officer to direct his efforts more in accord with the priorities now being promulgated by the Noxious Plants Council.

Although subsidy as we knew it, has been discontinued and Noxious Plants
Officers will no longer be looked upon as purveyors of large amounts of subsidy,
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let me emphasise that there will be some financial incentives available in the

form of Special Projects and it is in the field of target weed control that I
would expect this to become apparent.

Noxious Plants Officers are expected to be the instigators of planning and
programming this work and will be responsible for creating and maintaining
permanent records to illustrate the effectiveness of this planned approach.
The imminent appointment of Field Officers by the Noxious Plants Council is
expected to be the catalyst to greater and more Uniform Activity throughout New
Zealand and I can foresee a situation in which there will be a greater demand
for clearance work.

I see this image reflecting in the form of greater demand for work assistance
probably on a relatively smaller area but numerically and in aggregate, increasing.

Despite the prophecy that work on weed control would plummet with the cessation of subsidy, it is now a proven fact that during the last twelve months,

Chemical Manufacturers have experienced a situation wherein demand for Agricultural Chemicals has far outstripped supplies.

Logically, it would appear then that land occupiers are at least endeavouring
to maintain the improvements gained through the input of Government subsidy.
If we accept this as fact, combine it with the acceleration in weed control
activity expected from the more co-ordinated approach and remember that there
will always be land development projects demanding weed control to some degree,
I am confident that there will be a demand for efficient Chemical Applicators
in the years ahead.

The steady increase in Horticultural plantings throughout many area of New
Zealand is another avenue in which I can see an increasing demand for professional service in relation to Noxious Plants control.

It is in these areas that I see the need for a very much closer liaison be-

tween our two organisations and more specifically, between individual members
of both organisations as they work together at district level.

Each year the percentage of trained Noxious Plants Officers in the field is
increasing and if your Organisation could realise its ambition to have registration of Commercial Chemical Applicators made mandatory, the combined effect
of both sectors operating in the field of weed control would offer the land
user a truly professional service in weed control technology.
SUSCEPTIBLE CROP REGISTER

This is a subject that no doubt has, or will, feature on your Conference
Agenda.

At your Conference in Christchurch last year, our President made a commitment that where possible, Noxious Plants Officers would promote the investigation and development of some form of land use register.

This matter was introduced at our Conference this year, and has been
referred to Branches throughout New Zealand with the recommendation that consideration be given to the formation of a crop register.

It is generally accepted, however, that any such record would be a valuable
guide to the whereabouts of susceptible crops, but at the same time, remain a
strictly unofficial document completely

free

from onus.

I will refer now to some comments made by your Vice President at our own
Conference.

In his address, he referred to the situation with some Local

Bodies and I quote:
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"I would like to draw your attention to some Local Bodies (who are,
incidently, advised by your people) who should take a much more responsible
attitude when recommending chemicals for use near horticultural and
susceptible crops. The number of times contractors and farmers have been
told to use hormone chemical in these situations is most disturbing".
Gentlemen, if this situation is true and I have no reason to doubt the words
of your Vice President, all I can say is that this matter is equally as disturbing to us as an Institute, as it is to you as Chemical Applicators.
In an attempt to constructively dissect the pertinent points in the statement

and with a genuine desire to clarify the situation, I make the following points:
(1) I fail to see that Local Bodies as such would be in a position to make
recommendations on the use of specific chemicals, nor would they wish to
do so.

(2) I would accept that Noxious Plants Officers do advise their Local Bodies
in many aspects of weed control, at least they are in a position to do so.
Whether this advice or influence has any bearing on the ultimate decisions
made by the Authority is open to conjecture and the final decisions are
not necessarily always in accord with the personal views of the Officer
concerned.

(3) It is accepted and expected that a Noxious Plants Officer who is qualified
to give advice should give advice on all aspects of weed control to land
users.

The operative word here is, or course, qualified In fact, the Noxious Plants Act itself depicts it and I quote Section 43 2 - which states:

"Every officer shall have a duty to advise on matters on which he is
qualified, any other person required to do anything for the purpose
of this part of the Act"

This is what our mandatory training scheme is all about and I would
suggest that no Officer who has successfully completed his training
would give this type of advice.

(4) If any Noxious Plants Officer inadvisably told a Contractor to use a specific
chemical, I cannot accept that a Registered Applicator would act on this
advice to the detriment of all concerned.

Surely, in cases such as this, we can but assume that we have a situation
wherein we have both an untrained Officer and a Non-Registered Applicator
involved.

Only a greater accent on general education in the use of Agricultural chemicals, by all involved in their distribution and use, will eliminate problems
such as these.

By closer liaison, I am sure our two Organisations can place themselves in a
position where we can work in total accord as a group of certificated Noxious
Plants Officers and Registered Applicators, offering a truly professional service in weed control technology.

Gentlemen, thank you for the opportunity to address your Conference today.

MURPHY'S LAW

If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something.
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CompAI,v To SHIFT CHEMICAL DUMPS
New Plymouth chemical manufacturer Ivon Watkins-Dow has agreed to shift its
leaking chemical dumps.

The company has announced the move in conjunction with a planning application
to the Taranaki County Council. It wants to excavate two dumps at Omata and
transfer their contents into a new sealed landfill about 300 metres away.
Manufacturing manager, David Hodge, said a few litres of chemically contaminated groundwater were leaking daily on to the Waireka foreshore from the dumps
put down in 1975-76.

"Though the present situation has been shown to have resulted in neither
deterioration of the marine environment nor any hazard to public health, the
continued seepage is not acceptable".

In the past the company has resisted attempts to have the dumps shifted,
because of the sheer bulk of the material and the problem of what to do with
it once it was removed.
RECOMMENDED

It believed the best solution was simply to contain the waste where it was despite its proximity to a cliff face.

But a report by engineering consultants Beca, Carter, Hollings and Ferner
has now convinced the company otherwise.

It has recommended the construction of a secure, controlled landfill measur-

ing 60 by 30 metres by 5 metres deep. The new landfill will remain on company
land but out of reach of the encroaching cliff face.

The proposal will cost $600,000 and was one of a range of options studied.
The company said the proposal had al ready been supported in principle by the
Health Department, Ministry of Works and Development, Taranaki Catchment
Commission and Taranaki County Council. NZPA
DOMINION

28.7.84

IIASSELLA RANGER In Nortillan[1
Nasella tussock, potentially one of New Zealand's most dangerous noxious

plants is coming under close scrutiny from the Whangarei County Council.
The appointment of a full-time Nassella tussock ranger by the county, means
a new adversary for the class B noxious plant, which, if left untreated, can
cover large areas of land in a short time.

At present, infestations of Nasella tussock in Northland are described by Mr

Ken Massey, Whangarei County Council ranger, as light, but he adds, the plant
requires a lot of time and many kilometres of walking to be kept under control.
"Most of the Nassella plants being found now are not much bigger than four
centimetres high, but several years ago, plants as tall as 50 centimetres were
found by council noxious weeds officers."

Within Whangarei county, Nassella is currently found in eight areas. These
include Whananaki, Matapouri, Urquharts Bay and Mangapai. The only other
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county in Northland currently known to have infestations of the rampant, wiry

plant, is Whangaroa.
But the plant is very hard to find and most farmers do not recognise it when
they come across it, said Mr Massey. In fact, difficulty in identifying
Nassella is seen as one of the main problems in keeping the plant under control.
The Nassella tussock closely resembles other tussock grasses and is very
similar to Danthonia grass, but has a slightly coarser leaf blade.
It can grow as high as 70 centimetres with a leaf spread of about the same
distance.

Its root system is dense and fibrous so even small plants are difficult to

pull out of the ground.
From mid-August to mid-November, the perennial weed flowers giving the plant
a fluffy purply appearance.

Whangarei County Council's main concern is to try to rid the area under
its control of as many plants as possi-

ble before this main flowering season.
One seed can travel 10 kilometres or

more and live for as long as 15 years.

With up to 120,000 seeds produced
per plant, the presence of just one
pl ant is a menace.
Mr Massey's job as tussock ranger
takes him to all areas in search of

the elusive plant. If he finds just
one plant, he must range over an area
of 40 hectares in search of others.

' 1

Once a site is known monthly checks
are kept up.
At present, Mr Massey's job includes
walking the perimeters of areas in
Northland known to contain the weed.

Over the next year or so, his area
will be extended to cover all the land
Mr Ken Massey, Northland's first Nassella tussock
ranger.

between the Coromandel Peninsula and

Cape Reinga.

( Northern Advocate- 2/8/84)

New premises top Du rom
The head office of Du Pont (New Zealand) Limited recently moved from its
central city office to new premises at Manukau City in South Auckland.
The attractive office complex on Ronwood Avenue has an adjoining warehouse
for products imported by the company from worldwide Du Pont sources.
The New Zealand subsidiary of the USA-based E.I. Du Pont de Nemours & Co Inc
was established in Auckland in November 1979, its head office in the National

Mutual Centre, Shortland Street, and with warehousing facilities at several
different locations.
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The company supplies a range of agricultural chemicals, industrial chemicals

and pigments, explosives products, polymer resins for engineering plastics,
adhesive manufacture and packaging applications, pharmaceutical products and a

range of textile fibres used by the apparel, soft furnishing and carpet indus-

tries as well as high technology industrial products.
Managing Director, Mr P.A. cott, says it will be beneficial for both staff
and customers to have office and warehouse at the same location.

The company moved to its new premises in the second week of August. The new
telephone number is 2778080; telex NZ21880; postal address P.O. Box 76-256,
Manukau City.

Regional sales representatives will remain based at their present locations,
and the company's office in Fiji will remain unchanged.

DAMAGE TO PLANTS:
A WARNING
If the upsurge in plant damage from herbicide sprays which occurred last

spring is repeated this year, there will be severe pressure for strict
regulatory controls on the use of such chemicals.

his warning was delivered to the recent Chemical Applicators' conference
by a scientist with the Pesticides Board, Mr Adrian Foley, who said the

quite significant rise in plant damage was caused mainly by hormone weedkillers. The main culprits were farmers doing their own spraying.
Growers were now pressing the Ministry of Agriculture and the Pesticides
Board to introduce stringent controls. The board preferred education to

statutory measures, "but if this spring we get another upsurge in damage,
there will be severe pressure for regulatory controls to be brought in".
Mr Foley said his board had asked the ministry to campaign to have
thistles sprayed at the correct time of year. It was usually carried out
too late and should be done by early spring.

If the damage of last spring was repeated and controls were introduced,
they might be more severe than the old regulations and might even involve
a total ban on hormone weedkillers in certain areas.

Mr Foley said he had heard of no moves to restrict aerial application.
Ground spraying was responsible for last spring's rise in plant damage.
Overall, aircraft were not guilty of much reckless spraying, considering
the volume of such work they were doing.
CONTRACTOR

July 84
MURPHY'S LAW

In any given miscalculation, the fault will never be placed if more than one

person is involved.

30

OFFICERS REPLY TO CRITICISM
We are writing in reference to the article titles 'Wild Oats Worry to Farmers' that
appeared on pages 14 and 15 of the Protect journal, Volume 5, Number 2.

We are moqt disturbed that this article was published in Protect without any
reference to the Officers who were severely criticised by Federated Farmers at that

time. Accordingly we find it necessary to advise you of the FACTS.
Criticism No. 1 - The Chairman of the agricultural section, Mr D.S. Collie said in
most of the province, except the Wallace County, control of wild
oats had been taken care of.

Fact - While it would be very nice to think that wild oats were under control we could
not accept that they were.

As for the Triumph 350 line we were confident that

correct control measures had been implemented.

Criticism No 2 - There was "some slackness" on behalf of the noxious plants officers
in Wallace.

Fact - Firstly, there is only £ne officer in Wallace doing a two man job. There used
to be two ,ifficers up until 1981 when in their wisdom, the Wallace County Council
decided upon the retirement of their senior office, not to appoint a replacement.

Secondly, there had been no "slackness" as the officer concerned had visited a
number of properties that were known to be infested and commenced control measures.

Thirdly al work by the officer was forced to cease on Friday, 27 January when
So.thiand experienced a flood.

The officer was utilised in a much more needed

role under Civil Emergency procedures as was the case of the three Southland
County officers.

Criticism No. 3 - Mr Collie was concerned about the control in the Wallace County.

Fact - Mr Callie was a bit late registering his concern as for many years the
Southland Regional Committee had fought to have wild oat gazetted a Class B

noxious plant in its fullest form (nut just for seed purposes) and were
successful in our endeavours in August 1982.

Furthermore wild oat has been

in Southland for at least 15 years becoming well established and widely
distributed in that time.

We were also concerned and had actually done

somethina about it.

Criticism No. 4 - The sections vice-president Mr T.J. McNeil said 'there has been
precious little action by noxious plants officers'

Fact - The matter of barley contamination was first brought to the officers attention
on 17 November 1983 and it was not until 19/20 January that specific details
and guidelines for eradication of the Triumph 350 line were established.

The

flood happened on 26 January but the whole of that first week was spent solely
on wild oat work by all four of us.

Even though our office was completely

inundated with flood waters and records were destroyed plus we had to shift
to temporary offices, wild oat inspections re-commenced on 1 February.
Other Facts - A.

It is an impossible task to expect all crops in Southland to
be inspected by only four officers when you consider other work
commitments.

B. Federated Farmers were privy to information concerning wild oat
in other lines of seed but did not see fit to advise the noxious
plants officers or the M.A.F.

C. When during 1982 a proposal was made to the Regional Committee
to use unemployed persons for hand roguing wild oat, it was the
Federations representative who would not agree on the basis of
the undue damage to crops that would occur and that farmers
would prefer to do it themselves (and they didnot as it turned
out).
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In writing to the Secretary of the Southland Federated Farmers, the Secretary of the

Southland D.N.P.A. stated our desire that the matter not become a public debate but
that Messrs Collie and McNeil were not in possession of facts when their statements
were made.

We also asked for a press statement to correct the obvious wrong impressions

that were given and pointed out that at no time had the Federation seen fit to refer
this matter to the Authority.
While no press statement was forthcoming a meeting was held between Mr McNeil,
Mr Farrell, Secretary of Southland D.N.P.A. and one of the noxious plants officers.
During this meeting Mr McNeil stated that he had been mis-quoted and/or that his
comments had been taken out of context.

We take that with a grain of salt but once

made aware of the FACTS and history of the whole situation Mr McNeil offered his
verbal apology for the wrong impressions given in the press release.

It was established that both Messrs Collie's and McNell'% statements were based on

information received by them as second or third party.

When the article appeared in our local newspaper we were most incensed by it
(and we believe justifably so).

When it appeared in our own journal we were

even more upset and while not wanting to purport to do your job, we believe
when an issue such as this is bought to your attention the officer/s concetned
should be given the opportunity to comment prior to publication.

Often the

resultant comments (such as we have had to do in this instance), lack impact
and credibility as time goes by.

Suffice to say relations between Federated Farmers and the respective D.N.P.A.'s
on this matter are most cordial and our objectives are the same - to bring
wild oat under manageable control with a view to eradication.

We are working

closely with each other and it is to be hoped that the next cropping season
will not see a repeat performance of the last one;
press.

both in the field and in the

Thank you.

KEITH CRCIHERS PETER AYSON BOB MERRILEES ATHOL FEAVER

EDITOR'S NOTE

While reasonable care and attention is taken to avoid the printing of articles
which contain incorrect statements, slip-ups can occur.

I would therefore reiterate what I have previously stated: That where an Officer becomes aware of such an article appearing in print, he forewarn me of the
inaccuracies, preferably with a copy of the actual article.
I am reasonably confident that you will see the article before I do.

Some Officers have already followed this procedure and I thank them for their
co-operation-

MURPHY'S LAW

Nothing is as simple as it seems.

Everything takes longer than it should.

The more innocuous a change appears, the further its influence will extend.
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ANGEL'S TRUMPET
A deadly garden shrub, the subject of raging controversy after scare stories
in Western Australia, is growing unchecked in North Taranaki.

The shrub, Datura candida, more commonly known as "angels trumpet" or "angels
wings" is known to cause hallucinations, memory blackouts and even death.
In Western Australia there is a strong call to have it declared a noxious weed
but in this country, such is its fragrant beauty, that it is cultivated in gardens and even sold in nurseries.

It can be seen in several parts of North Taranaki, including New Plymouth and
Rahotu. Perhaps the most impressive stands however, are in full view of the
travelling public at the Tataraimaka Reserve.

All parts of the shrub, a beautiful garden tree with striking white or orangered fragrant blossoms, are poisonous. The large trumpet-like flowers are produced in late summer or autumn, but the orange variety, Datura sanguinea produces
its flowers in early summer.
ANGEL OF DEATH

Ine japanese nave dubbed the shrub, a native of Peru, "the angel of death".
In Australia, 40 cases (27 adults and 13 children) have been reported to the
National Safety Council in Perth, claiming medical problems after exposure to
"angel s trumpet".

Nearly all of the people involved had the plant growing outside their bedroom
windows. The most spectacular and widest reported of these was of an ex-New
Zealand girl, 15 year old Anita Baldwin of Boyanup in Western Australia.
For all her 15 years, she had suffered from dizziness, hallucinations and
memory blackouts. She was diagnosed as an epileptic and as being hyperactive;
was sent to hospitals and even vitited psychiatrists.

Last year, her condition became so bad that she could not even get out of bed
without collapsing. Then after reading of another victim of "angels trumpet"
Anita began to realise that the attractive shrub which had been growing outside
her bedroom windows was the cause of a lifetime of illness.

The plants were removed and her condition began to improve dramatically. Then
four months afterward, she began to experience the dizziness, hallucinations

and vomiting which had made her ill previously. It was discovered that two private gardens close to her school had the plant growing.
CUTTINGS

When interviewed by an Australian newspaper, Anita Baldwin recalled that at
each of the houses she had lived in in New Zealand, the plant had also been
grown.

Each time her family shifted houses, they took a cutting with them, she explained. Her mother said that when Anita was a baby, her cot was often placed
in the shade of the tree.
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Mrs Priscilla Adamski of Rahotu, who drew the attention of Thursday Farmer to
the dangers of "angels trumpet" suggests there are reasons for declaring the
shrub a noxious weed in this country. She recalls being warned when still a
child, of its danger.

"I haven't heard anyone talking about it for years, but it's suddenly come
into the news again. People are usually very taken with its beauty, but have

no idea of how deadly it can be.

"If a child is placed underneath it, the breathing usually slows down and
suffocation can result", she said.

"The Aborigines call the plant "the long dream" and will not rest underneath
it, even if there is no other shade about. Because of the hotter climate in
Austral ia, the flowers of plants in that country have a stronger scent" she said.

SPURNED BRUSHWEED-

Sureailing In tne mackenzie
Spanish heath, a brushweed that is totally unpalatable to sheep, cattle and
even rabbits is showing signs of establishing itself in the Mackenzie.

"The plant is extremely aggressive, totally hardy and completely unpalatable
to stock," Mackenzie noxious plants officer Garry Kerr said.

"This plant will make massive inroads into the district unless action is taken
now to prevent its further spread," he said. "Overall it has the ability to
spread and reduce production on a scale similar to nassella tussock."
An outbreak of Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica) which is now under control,
was discovered on the property of Mr David Williams at Te-Puni, Sherwood. It
appears to be spreading towards the Upper Opuha and Clayton area from the
Beautiful Valley, Kakahu Forest region.
"It is unbel ievable that the areas surround the state forest are now covered

in this plant. On a comparative basis it has in places smothered out gorse,
broom and blackberry," Mr Kerr said.

"It is of extreme importance that those property owners adjoining the affected
area are made aware of the plant and its associated dangers and problems."
Concern over the problem is not confined to the Mackenzie, the Strathallan
County Noxious Plants Officer, Mr Gary Foster, joined with Mr Kerr to organise
a field day to familiarise farmers with the problem.
Thirty-five fanmers from the Mackenzie area attended as well as 30 from
Strathallan. Also in attendance were both the Fairlie and Strathallan County
Council chairmen, Mr B.J. 0'Neill and A.C. Houstoun.
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Representatives of the chemical division of the Department of Lands and Survey,

the Catchment Board and the Forest Service were present. Farmers visited the
property of Mr W,J. Turnbull at Beautiful Valley to inspect the weed.
After the initial introduction, Mr Gary Foster outlined the associated dangers
of the weed in a pastoral and agricultural environment.
A DSIR scientist, Miss Louise Mather, who is commissioned to carry out an

ecological study on Spanish heath, explained her observations and findings.
This was followed by an inspection of the adjoining area to the Kakahu State

Forest. Farmers were appalled at the abundance of the weed. In places land
cover by the brushwood was total.

Spanish heath is a plant of European origin which was become established in
various parts of New Zealand. In many parts of the Beautiful Valley, Te Moana
Opuha region it has reduced farmland production to zero.
It is rapidly colonising areas of improved and semi-improved tussock hill
country to the west. The plant itself makes a much branched shrub of up to 1.5
metres in height and width with light fresh green coloured foliage.
The light green colour makes it readily distinguishable from gorse, broom,
manuka, which are all darker in colour. The plants flower in late winter producing masses of small pinkish-white bell shaped flowers which all but smother
the brush.

Each plant produces hundreds of thousands of seeds which are brown and as fine

as ground pepper. These seeds are highly viable and readily carried by wind,
stock, birds and water.

The plant itself is able to enter and establish itself in a tight growing
pasture sward. As it is totally non-palatable it is able to flourish under
normal grazing pressure.

It will grow on both sunny and dark faces and under a wide range of rainfalls.
Improving the level of soil fertility has done little to impede the rate of
spread in the Beautiful Valley area.

Mr Kerr has very definite ideas regarding control methods.
"The most urgent problem is that Spanish heath is not classified as a noxious
plant. The species has been requested to be classified as noxious by the
Strathallan County and steps are now in hand to have it classified noxious in
the Mackenzie County as well".
Mr Kerr fears the plant could spread from local Fairlie gardens where it is

perfectly acceptable and legal to have it growing for hedges or ornamental
shrubs. On the day Mr Kerr was interviewed he had inspected an excellent specimen of Spanish heath growing in a local Fairlie resident's garden.
"Chemical attempts to control the unwanted weed by helicopter or back pack

have not been effective although a mixture of 245T Picloram (Tordon 1050) is
showing variable results," Mr Kerr said.

The most successful control method has been to cultivate the ground where it
is possible. This is applicable on only a fraction of the country where the
seed is growing.
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In scattered infestations grubbing of an individual plant is seen as possibly
the best method of control.

More than 1500 plants had been destroyed in the Sherwood area by PEP workers,
Mr Kerr said.

All infestations had been monitored and controlled in an effort to halt the
spread of Spanish heath in this ana, he said.
(TIMARU HERALD)
22.5.84

Forewarning

on Pampas Problem
Two varieties of imported pampas grass could add to costs of afforestation in
the Gisborne-East Coast region unless people are made aware of their dangers.
This is the warning given by Mr Peter Franks of Ngatapa, deputy chairman of
the New Zealand Noxious Plants Council and one of two Federated Farmers representatives on the council.

It has been made following a field trip arranged by the Forest Service which
ihcorporated visits to the Waiuku Forest south of Auckland, the Maramarua Forest
near Thames and to the Forest Research Institute, Rotorua.

The trip was held to educate forest managers and for invited guests to show
the effects of pampas on forestry.

Mr Franks said areas worst affected were those that had been cut and trees re-

planted. The areas were now a mass of pampas. Without control this was resulting in stunted tree growth which was considerable, and difficulties in access
for personnel going in to tend the trees, all adding to costs.
It was suggested that pampas was even worse to plant trees in than gorse,
which could be more easily cleared.
COSTLY

Mr Franks said spraying the pampas had been tried, but this was costly and unreliable. Costs worked out at up to $400 a hectare to spray, with erratic results.

The best form of control had been found in grazing of animals using beef breed
steers. But this involved fencing which was also a cost.
They were using a three-wire electric fence at a cost of $192 a hectare which
appeared to be effective, he said.

But if half the exotic forests in New Zealand had to be fenced and grazed at
least 100,000 cattle would be needed.
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Mr Franks said there were six varieties of pampas in New Zealand. Four were
natives and two were imported.

At this stage the imported species cortaderia selloana and cortaderia jubata
were the problem.

These two came from South America and were commonly sold by nurseries and
bought by farmers for grazing and shelter and by the Ministry of Works for roadsides and laybys.

They were widespread throughout the country and still for sale. In fact, Mr
Franks said it was still Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries policy to advise
farmers to plant them for shelter and feed.

Seed sales were $150,000 each year and plants were widely advertised.
Pampas were not noxious plants and the council did not plan to make them so.
But one possibility was for the council to place a restriction on sale of seed
or plants.

Mr Franks said pampas was rated at a one-to-five basis in forests around New
Zealand.

It was extensive in the area from North Auckland to Opotiki and one infestation on Rabbit Island was known in the South Island.

It was known further south,

but did not appear to take over as in the North Island.

Main explosion in the North Island had occurred over the past four years and
although it had not yet reached the East Cape the Forest Service predicted in
the next 10 years the whole East Coast could be infested.

Mr Franks said one plant could produce seven million viable seeds a

year.

Seed travelled by wind and had been found on islands in the Hauraki Gulf, meaning it had been blown 64 kilometres.

Of the four native varieties, toetoe was one. This did not cause problems.

And how can you tell the difference? Mr Franks says the easiest way is to pull
a leaf, the imported pampas snapped easily while the native varieties were tough
to break.

(GISBORNE HERALD)
5.5.84

IIASSELLA GETS AROUIID
Nassella tussock has been found in two unusual places in Christchurch in
recent months, the Canterbury co-ordinating committee on nassella tussock
was told in Ashburton yesterday.
A noxious plants officer found 28 nassella tussocks planted in a display
area round a Christchurch motorcycle shop. The shopowner was not immediate-

ly impressed with the suggestion to burn the weeds, but later agreed.
A furniture show at the Horticultural Hall was also decorated with nassella

tussock, another officer told the committee.
CHRISTCHURCH PRESS
26.7.84
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NOXIOUS PLANTS FINE -4 1- 1
A Huntly Back Rd resident has been convicted and fined on two charges of
failing to eradicate gorse and woolly nightshade on his farm.
Raglan County Noxious Plants Authority brought the prosecution against
Wayne Ballard. He was fined $750 and costs on each charge - a total of
$1620.

The authority was told of the prosecution's success at yesterday's
meeting.
Chief noxious plants officer Mick Holden said the result bore out a
recent statement by Judge Richardson to the Noxious Plants Officers Con-

ference that a properly prepared prosecution could be successful.
WAIKATO TIMES

14.8.84

RYEGRASS SUCCESS EXCITES

EVENING STANDARD
7.7.84

A very promising new strain of ryegrass which is more persistent than
other strains is being evaluated by Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
scientists.

The grass has developed naturally from annual ryegrasses in the Te Puna
area, north of Tauranga.

"We're quite enthusiastic about its potential," said Neil Percival, a
district agricultural scientist in Rotorua.

"Te Puna is much more persistent than any annual ryegrass."

Though Te Puna is of an annual type it has the ability to grow indefinitely. Mr Percival said the method of survival between years required
further study.

Another important feature of Te Puna is its very strong late-winter-toearly-summer growth. Mr Percival said this meant Te Puna could have a
real niche in northern North Island dairy farming, especially by providing
feed in the critical early lactation period.

Time of year has a great effect on growth of the new ryegrass. After
heavy production until mid-summers the rate of growth will decline.
However, experiments on annual production have shown Te Puna performing
well. Compared with perennial ryegrasses, Te Puna was about 10 per cent
ahead on total annual production and 5 per cent ahead of Paroa.
Te Puna performed only a little better than another annual, Moata, but
was more persistent.

Mr Percival said it appear Te Puna developed over a 60 to 70 year period.
During this time it must have withstood numerous droughts and soldier fly,
black beetle and grass grub attacks.

Experimental evaluations are being carried out at Palmerston North,
Helensville and Rukuhia near Hamilton.
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LEGISLATION 'Has Wee[1 Control Power'
Noxious plant legislation had the power to control weeds if local
authorities were willing to enforce the law, Hawkes Bay Federated Farmers
executive member Mr Ewan McGregor said yesterday.
The executive had been asked to comment on whether enforcement pro-

visions of the Noxious Plants Act 1978 should be tightened.
Mr McGregor said at August's executive meeting there was a lack of will
by some authorities to carry out the noxious plants controls.
He suggested county ratepayers put pressure on councils to control the
weeds.

Ratepayers are just as much to blame as the councils, he said.

Noxious plants officer for the Hawkes Bay District Noxious Plants
Authority, Mr Ron Hodgson, said that if all else failed the authority
would not hesitate to prosecute people who had noxious weeds on their
properties.

He said about 99 per cent of ratepayers were doing something to eliminate
noxious plants from their properties.

"There is one property owner who spent $10,000 trying to control nodding thistle and we still had complaints."

Mr Hodgson said since the new Act came into force in 1979, the authority
had not taken any prosecutions.

Warning notices had been issued and these had been complied with.
The executive decided that the Act did not need to be tightened.
HAWKES BAY HERALD-TRIBUNE
11.8.84

Weed Harvester Answer for Avon?
A $100,000 river weed harvester, capable of cleaning out Kerrs Reach in
a fortnight, may be bought by the Christchurch Drainage Board.
The board wants to replace its two remaining weedcutters which take five
weeks to clean out the badly infested 11.5ha section of the Avon.

The board's civil maintenance officer, Mr Ross Lightfoot, told August's
operations and services committee meeting problems with the present cutters
and the lack of a suitable herbicide to control the weed, meant the board

was behind in its cutting programme.
Not only was the American harvester more efficient, but also it could

hold up to six cubic metres of cuttings.
This meant the harvester could work anywhere in the city's river system,

a major advantage over the old cutters.
They relied on tidal action to flush the cut weed, a process which took
up to seven days and also confined their area of operation.

The weed, which thrived in many sections of Christchurch's waterways, was
"aggressive" and chemically resistant, Mr Lightfoot said.

A modified herbicidal jelly tested on the weed proved satisfactory but
not enough quantities were available for conclusive tests. But, he said,
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the use of chemicals would never eliminate the weed and harvesting was
preferable environmentally.

Harvested river weed was valued overseas - demand exceeded supply - as a

fertiliser, potting mix or stock food additive and it dried out in 9 to 12
days.

The proposed machine, which has a 1.5m cutting width and depth, would work
in conjunction with an on-shore loading and trucking operation.

The committee recommended spending $3,600 for Mr Lightfoot to inspect the
harvesters at work in Australia.
CHRISTCHURCH STAR
16.8.84

PICTURED: Mr Bill Cooper, a noxious plants
officer for the Whakatane District Council,

investigates a stand of woolly nightshade.

4

"I wonder, if I talk to it long enough. whether it will curl up and die?"
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THE INSTITUTE OF NOXIOUS PLANTS OFFICERS INC.

Members' Section

TAVLOR SERIES OF WEED 800118
Many new members have joined the Institute over the past eighteen months or so
and the Secretary is making available the Taylor series of Weed books.
They comprise: Weeds of Roadsides, Lawns, Crops and Ponds.
The cost is $22.00 per set.

Here again, money or an official order must be forwarded when requesting these
books.

Standard Common Names for Weeds in N.Z.
REVISED EDITION
This publication is virtually a must for any-one who wants to use weed names
because so many have been changed - thanks to the International Taxonomists who
presumably have nothing better to do!
A few notes on the new edition from the major contributor, Arthur Healey:
- Family names are now listed (168 of them)
- There are 126 additional genera listed
- There are 1500 entries - 350 more than in the first edition

- There are 113 specific name changes, 27 genera changes and 15 plants
have had both names changed

These changes make the publication essential for everyone who wishes to give
weeds their proper names.

I am not too sure of the exact cost but if obtained through David Brown it
would be in the vicinity of $17.50.

At present the price to non-members of the Weed and Pest Society is $20.00.

42

A.G.M. MINUTES
INSTITUTE oF NOXIOUS PLANTS OFFICERS (INC)

MINUTES OF THE 35TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN BAYCOURT, TAURANGA
ON TUESDAY, 1 MAY 1984 COMMENCING AT 8.30 A.M.
OFFICERS

C.J. Strickett - Waimea D.N.P.A.

President:

Immediate Past President:

F.J. Marsh -

Wellington D.N.P.A.

D.S. Robertson - Piako D.N.P.A.

Vice Presidents:

K. Worsley -

Masterton D.N.P.A.

National secretary:

D.J. Brown -

Marlborough D.N.P.A.

National Treasurer:

I.E. Frizzell -

Amuri D.N.P.A.

Taupo D.N.P.A.
G.P. Dempsey - Hokianga D.N.P.A.
K. Field - Waipa D.N.P.A.

S.R. Dulieu -

National Editor:

Executive Members:

A. English - Wanganui D.N.P.A.
-

Stratford D.N.P.A.

R. Morgan -

Eketahuna D.N.P.A.

M.

Kreft

C. Stark - Hawkes Bay D.N.P.A.

D. Claridge -

Kaikoura D.N.P.A.

S.K. Brown - Paparua D.N.P.A.
M.M. Turner -

Vincent D.N.P.A.

IF.W. Lovett, A. Robinson, A.T. Carter,

Life Members:

S. Neill, F.W. Smart, W.J.H. Sutton,

A.J. Healy M.B.E., I.H. Williams,
E.N. Daniel.

The President (G. Strickett) declared the meeting open with ninety eight (98)
members in attendance.

APOLOGIES:

E.N. Daniel - That Proxys be taken as apologies

Moved

Carried

K. Crothers

Seconded

N. Lloyd/Reid, D.Rhodes/E. Bolton,
J. Salter/E. Turner, P. Ayson/K. Crothers
D. Gordon/M. Turner, MerIllees/A. Feaver
Bensamen/Donnelly, B. Thompson, R. Mckenzie

J. Sanders, A. Roberts, B. Miller, G. Kerr
Moved

K. Laurie

Seconded

S. Payne

That the apologies be sustained.
Carried

MARK OF RESPECT:

Members stood as a mark of respect to the late George Louden.
34TH A.G.M. MINUTES:
F. Marsh

Moved

A. English

Seconded

That the minutes of the 34th A.G.M. held in
Blenholm 1983 as circulated be taken as

and confirmed rind adopted.

read

Carried

NEMBI ESSHIP APPLICATIONS
------1-

The following applications h,id been received·
Cook County Council

R. Healy

Hamilton City Council

P. M

L.M. Cooper

Whakatane District Council

W.G . Cowan

WelliI.gton D.N.P.A.

M.J

Waiapu County Council

. Barron

Fergusson

K.A. Milroy

Clutha County Council

K. Anstis

Waipukurau County Council

P.

R. Donnelly

Waimea D.N.P.A.

P.3 . Farrell

Stock

Taupo County Council
Rangitikei C.C.

43

B.L.

Johnson

Ranoitikei County Council

L.J. Laurenson

Waitomo County Council-

P. Wills

Bay of Islands County Cl

K. Ovenden

Cook County Council

Moved

C. Stark

Seconded

W. Dicken

That the applications for full membership be
approved

The President welcomed the new members.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

The following applications had been received:
Hampton, M.

M.A.F. Research Centre, Levin

Blight, J.D.

Lands & Survey, Rotorua

Moved

S. Chaney

Seconded

D. Collins

That the applications be approved.
Carried

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

The following person had applied:
S. Dulieu

Taupo County Council

Moved

M. Kreft

Seconded

K. Field

That the nomination be approved
Carried

The Past President made comment pertaining Mr Dulieu' s past service to the
Institute.

RESIGNATIONS

R. Coull
R. Mosen
S. Johns

Dannevirke County Council
Haumoala

Lake County Council

G. Houlahan

Cook County Council

A. Wilson

Ashburton County Council

P. McLean

Franklin County Council

D. Mortensen

Waitomo County Council

Moved

J. Craw

Seconded

R. McGuiness

That the re.ignations be received with regret.
Carried

PRESIDENTS REPORT:
Moved

G. Strickett

THAT the President's report as circulated

Seconded

K. Field

be taken as read and adopted.

Carried

NAT. SECRETARY ' S REI)(11?T:
Moved

D. Brown

Seconded

R. Morgan

That the National Secretary's report as
presented be adopted.

Carried

NATIONAL TREASURER'S REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET
Moved

I. Frizzell

That the report and balance sheet as

Seconded

I. Jones

circulated be adopted.

Carried

NATIONAL EDITOR'S REPOkT:
Moved

D. Brown

That the report as presented be received

Seconded

B. Menzies

and adopted.

Carried

EXECUTIVE TRAINING OFFICER

Mr David Parkes presented his report as follows:

I am now spending 60t of my time on Noxious Plants Officer's Training.

The balance

of the 40% will be with other Local Government Training Board Sectors, but at the
moment will be with rest of the Inspectorial Sector.

Last year's Conference, I

mentioned the fact that this could happen and I would like to reiterate that it has
happened, my work priorities are, as a top priority, is to maintain and upgrade the
C.D.P. Training Package for Trainees and provide support and service to Regional
Noxious Plants Officers' Trainers.

The second priority which will also take 100%
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of my time is to manage the Special Training Project for the Du Pont Awards.
Support Regional

These are the only opportunities available for advanced training.
and Noxious Plants Officers' Training as time permits.

The T.C.I. assignments

The next area for concern is the Certificate of Proficiency.

the theory side. has been quite widely regarded synonomous from the C.O. P. The
emphasis has been shifted on the doing the job components.

It is basic, but we

thought the benefits of the Certificate when we could say to the employer that this

Certificate of Proficiency says that this Officer is certified as competent to do
This
specified tasks, to specified standards and this Assessment ls the proof.
is quite a radical change for the Trainers themselves and the Trainees and we did
a lot of very sound basic work at last year's Trainers Refresher Course at Flock
House which will be amplified at this years one and at the end of the training course
this year, the new system will be implemented in the system of On the Job Assessment
which must be completed before the Trainee is eligible for C.L.P. irrespective of

Up to now the only job component has been

whether he has passed the exams or not.

one years service irrespective of competence.

This is a definite upgrading of the

whole system.

The next type I would like to mention is Special Training Projects.

We have received

no applications this year. We are trying to budget to give financial support to
Plants Officers to plan to help your
Special Training Projects to help you Noxious
I don't know whether we will be able to budget next year

own training needs.

because this years budget had to be Nil.
over from last Year.

There were actually two projects carried

I don't know what the reaction will be next year when I try

and budget 53,000 again because there were no applications received this year, so pleas,
if you get the chance, if I send out the application forms again next year, use them
or they will be lost.
Please keep
The Du Pont Award received good support this year, excellent applications.
Those of you who have been involved in the Du Pont Award applications

up the interest.

are beginning to realise that the quality of the application goes a long way to securing the Award and there is a lot of competition there.

You reed to be professional

in your approach so the Award criteria must be read very carefully and make sure you
fulfill all the different components. If we get two which are seEmingly identical in

weight and merit and one of them hasn't provided one component, then it is a straight
matter of chosing the one that has given us everything.

Finally the block course 1984, applications and details have Drn-r, sent out to all
D.N.P.A 's and it ani·one hasn't. got theni, I have got extra corie:;.
Moved

D. Parkes

That the report as presented be received

Seconded

A. Gate

and adopted.

Carried

There was discussion from F. Marsh on the importance of using the finance
available for the Special Training ProJects.

R. McGuinness questioned the amount of C.O.P.'s currently held by Noxious Plants
Officers' to which the reply was 32.

Total Certificates issued to date was 40.

54 employees going through the Training Scheme, 22 qualified.

There are 143

Noxious Plants Officers' currently employed.

F. Bolton inquired as to the cut off date for the applications for the Awards

each year and was informed it was end of February each year because of the need
to form a budget before 31 March.

Mr Parkes explained that the Special Training Projects are only available to the
qualified or experienced N.P.0.'s as that is the only extra training they are
able to get.

The Trainee is not eligible for the Special Training Projects.

All N.P.O.'s are eligible for the Du Pont Award.
T.C.I. TUTOR'S REPORT: (Mr P. Langford)

This is a brief report on the Certificate of Proficiency study as related to
attainment.

I will give a brief background on the setting up of the course.

The Technical Correspondence Institute is responsible for operating the course and
acting as examiners for the Certificate of Proficiency.

The initial selection

They
of assignments is made by members of the N.P.C. and the Institute of N.P.0.
visited the T.C.I. and sorted through the assignments available, some of them in the

Agricultural Section, some in the Horticulture section and selected the best that they
could find at the time.

We couldn't write a special course down ther for N.P.O.s

N. Daniel wrote an assignment especially on the
so they selected the best available.
Mr Gate wrote special test u
Act so that there was an assignment relating to that.

papers to go with the Stage 3 Assignments and also wrote a specialised set of revision notes to go with that.

Since the inception of this course, we have added
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one more assignment on a recommendation of the Training Committee, that is the

assignment on the Aquatic Weeds in Stage 2, so to obtain C.O.P., students must now pass
the examination on the Aquatic Weeds.
to N.P.O.s as the opportunities allow.

The course is becoming more directly related
Taking stage 1 where six assignments were

taken from the Trade Certificate course for Dairy Students in the Agricultural Section.
In 1983 the Agricultural Section decided to revise and rewrite the assignment and it
was rewritten to become even less relevant to N.P.O.s.

We took over the old assign-

We will eventually transpose over

ments and modified it and it is now available.

to a Noxious Plants Course which is going to have a special series of numbers. This
assignment now becomes the second one in addition to the Act which was written
especially for N.P.O.s.

We are indirectly making steps towards a special course

Revisions are always on the go, so we are looking for any construct-

for N.P.O.s.

ive comments that students can make as they are doing the course.

The Assignment

on the Act is due for some revision but it is a matter of waiting to see if they

are going to change the Act or come up with some new ideas.

Assignments in Stage

2 which is the Pesticide Section Course has recently been updated and revised in
relation to the new legislation.

Assignment No.10 on the Aquatic Weeds was revised

extensively after the Aquatic Weeds Seminar at Massey last year.Some information in the
Pesticide Section is presently being prepared for print, thats the one on total
vegetation and brush weed control.
it had before.

It has more of a slant towards N.P.O.s work than

That should be available before the October exams.

The Agricultural

section has completely revised the Stage 3 series that we used on grasslands.
They have changed the content and the order of those assignments for their benefit
and also written test papers for their benefit.

At thjs staie, we have to decide i.·huthet we colit mile to use the old Assignments
01 c.·haricle O'·er to the new ones.

If wa decide to change to the new ones, then

we have to write a complete new series of test papers that are relevant directly
to N.P.O.s.

Compunication English course is run by A. Nesbitt and basically he has maintained
the same six assignments.

On the acceptance of

He does make a few handwritten amendments to the questions.

a Job of N.P.O., you enter into a 3 year contract to complete

study and c.-tain C.0 .P. It is your responsibility to maintain the study rate to

We do, on the guidance of the Institute's rulings, have the

achieve that goal.

student who hasn't worked for 10 weeks and doesn't give reason-

right to withdraw a
able notification of

why he lS not working.

If that happens. then a person is required

to pay fees again.

I have had two Trainers approach me on matters relating to students under their
I think there is an opening for a few more who have students under them
who are actually struggling, to approach me and find out why or what they are up
to.
Statistically the hotter student is finishing Stage 1 and Communication
control.

English within 2 months of enrolling with the T.C.I.

The majority are finishing

Stage 1 within 6 month and Communication English Stage 1 generally within 9 months.
Generally peoole are finishing Stage 2 within 6 months of completing Stage 1 Communication English.

When you allow 6 months plus or minus for Stage 3, the majority

of students are finishing their study within ]8 months to 2 years. so there is no
excuse for anybody not having sat their exams within the 3 year limit.

I would

suggest that anybody who is not within those guidelines. should reconsider their
approach to study.
There are now set dates for the C.O.P. exams.

These are 2nd Tuesday in June and

August, the Pesticide Board exams are the first Monday in April and October each year.
I have a comment here on behalf of the Pesticide Board that the exam fees for their
exams must be in a month before hand.

There are four N.P.O.s who have failed to

get their entries in to the Pesticide Board in time, they have been wiped from the
exam.
They can sit it in October, but I think most of them are outside their 3
limit by then, so they have problems.

Pesticide Board Examination entry forms are

obtainable from myself or the Board, C.O.P. Exam entries from D. Parkes.
Moved

P. Langford

That the report as presented be received

Seconded

R. McGuinness

and adopted.

Carried

INSTITUTE REPORT ON NOXIOUS PLANTS COUNCIL TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT
Moved

F. Marsh

Seconded

W. Dicken

That these reports be deferred until later
in the meeting when the two Representatives

have completed their business with the
D.N.P.A. members and will be attending this
meeting at 10.40 a.m.

Carried
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ESTIMATES

Moved

C. Stark

That the Estimates as outlined for 1985

Seconded

R. McGuinness

be app,oved.

Carried

SUBSCRIPTICSS & CONFERENCE FEES FOR 1985
Mr Crothers spoke on Alexandra venue.

Recommend··d that Conference Fees remain at

$30.

Moved

K. Ctethers

Seconded

M.

That I he Con f erence fees remain at $30-00.
Turner

·

Carried

VICF PRESIDENTS:

Moved

K. Crothers

Seconded

R. Campbell

Moved

H. Garrity

Seconded

J. Pearson

Moved

K. Field

Seconded

D. Collins

That Mr M. Turrict be rk,-Mninatted

That Mr K. Worsley be nominated

That Mr D. Robertson he nominated

There being no further nominations, the President declared nominations closed.
The President reported that in the Notice of Motion in 1983 ddopted at the
A.G.M. that selection of Senior and Junior Vice Presidents would be on votes cast.
NOMINATIONS FOR SCRUTINEERS

Moved

K. Marsh

Seconded

J. MeNaught

That Langford & Jessep be nominated.

RESULT Or BALLOT

Junior Vice President

Mr K. Worsley

Senior Vice President

Mr D.

Robertson

D. Robertson as a successful nominee thanked the meeting for their votes
K. Worsley as a successful nominee thanked members for their support.
M. Turner as losing nominee thanked the meeting for their votes.

NATIONAL EDITOR

Moved

F. Marsh

That the positon of National Editor lie vacant

Seconded

N. Daniel

and the Executive have the power to fill
vacancy during the year.

Carried

REMITS/NOTICES OF MOTION;

A. Moved

NORTH SOUTH ISLAND BRANCH

-Seeking a commitment from the Branches to

D. Claridge

formalise the procedures, policies and

Seconaed

programmes of DNPA to have a more uniform

E. Eden

approach to Noxious Plants control which
will be in the working benefit of the Noxious
Plants.

Discussion followed as to whether it'should go to the N.P.C or not.
Vote taken.

Carried

B. OTAGO/SOUTHLAND BRANCH

That the Noxious Plants Act 1978 Sec. 29 be

Moved

K. Crothers

reviewed to regulate the establishment of

Seconded

R. Blick

a formal D.N.P.A. and that the Act enumerate
the

business necessary .to form a DNPA which

takes into consideration a cross section of
expertise and such Authority to have tho sole
responsibility of administering the Noxious
Plants Act for the District.
Carried

C. WAIRARAPA BRANCH

Moved

That the Institute pure·hase a Presentation

J. Pearson

Cup to be presonted annually at the Conference

K. Worsley

to a member of the Institute for the most

--

Scconded

innovative approach to a specific problem

associated with his position as a Noxious
Plants Officer.

Lost
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D. NORTHI,AND BRANCH
That this Institute recommends to the Noxious

Moved

A. Gate

Secorided

S. Chaney

Plants Council that the scheduled Noxious
Plants within a District Noxious Plants

Authority includes all those plants scheduled
in the Region and known to occur in the
District Noxious Plants Authority.

Remit was put to the floor whereupon open discussion took place.
Moved

K. Crothers

That remit was out of order and that it be

Seconded

R. Campbell

withdrawn.

Remit put to floor for or,en discussion and vote.

Recommendation was Lost

That remit go forward.

G. Strickett

MOTION PUT

Remit was passed and put to the floor. Open discussion ensued.

Carried

RECOMMENDATION

G. Strickett

That Training Committee report be presented

Seconded

N. Daniel

at this point and Remits/Notices of Motion be
returned to after the Report.

TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT - Mr P. Franks

The major piece of information in this report is concerning the time it takes to
For some time, the Training Committee

achieve the Certificate of Proficiency.

has been concerned at the length of time which is being taken by some Noxious Plants
Officers to attain the Certificate of Proficiency.

Earlier meetings of your Institute have provided the opportunity for some of your
members to voice a similar concern, SO it seems appropriate to use this occasion
to define the philosophy of the Training Committee, and to indicate the steps which
the Committee proposes to take to ensure that the validity of the qualification
is assured.

The Certificate of Proficiency was designed to establish a basic standard which
would identify the capability of an officer to perform effectively as a Noxious
Plants Officer.

The new Noxious Plants Act is very powerful and to apply it eff-

ectively, employees must not only be coR,petent but they must also demonstrate
their effectiveness to their employees, the community which they serve. and not
the least to their peers. The Certificate of Proficiency is recognised by the
Council as an objective assessment of the ability of a trainee to be employed as
a Noxious Plants Officer.

Experience to date has demonstrated that the training programme is appropriate
to the needs of the occupational group and that the experience gained by trainees
is providing a valuable basis for their introduction into the challenging career
which they have undertaken.

Time has allowed the Committee to assess that the

practical and theoretical components of the course can be handled within the three
year period b, the average trainee who has the necessary ability;
motivated;

who is suitabli

and who has the time to devote to the prescribed course of study.

At the March meeting of t.he Training Cor Inittee, it was re-affirmed that three yet.1:.
is corisidered su! f icionv time for a trainee to qualify for t.he Certificate of
Under normal circumstances, fallure of a trainee to quality within

Proficiency.

the three year period will be viterpreted as an indication that the trainee is
not suitable for employment as a Noxious Plants Officer.

In these circumstances

a recommendation will be made to the Noxious Plants Council that the individual

concerned does not conform to the criteria expressed in Section 42 of the Noxious
Planls Act.

In establishing such a policy, and expressing a determination to enforce it, the
Committee is very conscious of some of the circumstances and some of the external
influences which have a bearing on the performance of some trainees during the
course of their training programres.

In recognition Of these difflcultieS which

are specific to individuals, and in some cases specific to individual local authorities, the Committee proposes to review the performance of non-qualifiers at
the end of the three year per'lod. The Committeewill consider : (1) The progress
made by the trainee as assessed by his trainer :n terms of his theoretical and
practical performance, and (2) the workload which is imposed on the trainee by

his employing authority, and the effects which thls might have on his ability to
cope with the demands of the prescribed programne.

In the case where a trainee has not met the three year completion deadline this
personal assessment will be carried out and evaluated by tie Committee before a
recomn,crulation will be made to Council.

Any such assessment will require the
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Executive Training Officer {Noxious Plants) to obtain an individual competency
assessment report from the training officer, and a report from the New Zealand

Technical Correspondence Institute upon which the Committee can formulate its final
recommendation to the Noxious Plants Council.

At this stage, consideration will be given to all of the following options:

1. Provision for a limited extension of study. with further coaching and examination.

2. Discussion with the employing authority regarding the trainee's suitability
for employment as a Noxious Plants Officet.

3. A recommendation to the Noxious Plants Council that the MAF subsidy be
discontinued on the basis that the employee does not meet the criteria defined
in the Noxious Plants Act.

In the view of the Committee, anything less than the actions described, diminishes

the value of the Certificate of Proficiency. negates the principles upon which
the status of Noxious Plants Officers has been based, and belittles the efforts

which existing Certificate holders have put into the attainment of the qualification
The Training Committee is not prepared to accep' any such demeaning of the qualification, and it will adhere to the policy which has been defined, and will be making
positive recommendations to the Noxious Plants Council in the case of defaulting
trainees.

Only in this way will the full value of the qualification be realised

with a consequent improvement ip efficiency and effectiveness in the performance
of this extremely important occupational group - to the benefit of the ratepayer,
taxpayer, and the community at large.
Moved

G. Strickett

Seconded

F. Marsh

That the report be received and adopted.
Carried

1 , I ·i'UTE RI.POPT ON NOXIOUS PLANTS COUNCIL

1111' TEW ZEAI AND INSTITUTE OF NOX]OUS PLAN'rS OFFICERS (INC)
35'Ill ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND TMINING SEMINAR

REPOPT TRON ILI CONGDON, REPRESENTING COMMERCIAL & TECHNICAL, GROUP
OF THE NOUOUS PLANTS COUNCIL, INCORPORATJ NG THE NZ INSTITUTE OF
NOXIOUS PLANTS OFFICERS (INC)

1. The withdrawal of the basic subsidy in the 1982 budget did not
apply to weed control progranunes for which subsidy had already
been approved, and expenditure for the 1982/83 year of $6,857,663
was only .457 below the previous year and 1021 of revised budget.
Expenditure for the 1983/84 year ended 31 March of $5,677,802
showed a more substantial decrease - 17.2% on the previous

Year.

2. The basic allocation had been split a year or two previously to

provide a separate fund for -Special Projects" And expenditure in
the two year. specified in addition to the above figures totalled
$188,678 for the 1982/83 financial year and $454,574 for the
In both cases the expenditure was
1983/84 financial year.
significantly below budget due in part to the fact that projects

and grants approved do not necessarily come to charge in the same
financial year and also because approvals totalled $615,328, 77%
of the funds available in the 1983/84 financial year.

3. The current

year

should conclude all but some possible "spill over-

expenditure on the original approved weed control programmes. as
distinct from 'special projects", and the total emphasis of the
Noxious Plants Council will therefore be directed firstly to nonsubsidised weed control, and secondly, to the funding of projects
that qualify for "Special Projects- support.
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4. Withdrawal of the basic subsidy although not supported by the NPC

removed a major distraction in implementing the Act', and allowed
the real priority of noxious plants control and eradication to
be correctly established.

The Act makes no specific provision

for subsidised weed control and the supposed entitlement
to a rightful "share" of the subsidy, by Farmers, Noxious Plants
Officers. Contractors, District Noxious Plants Authorities and

Regional Co-ordinating Committees caused major problems to the
Noxious Plants Council in developing a balanced approach and

appropriate priorities in noxious plants control and eradication.

5. Council continues to take a close interest in the development of

biological control of both terrestial and aquatic weeds, and a
further meeting was hold recently to establish more positive
procedural guidelines.

The establishment of colonies o f nodding

thistle seed

is now widespread and although the

weevil

de.truction of nodding thistle is not aS rhpid as would be
desired, the situation should improve as colonies expand.

Resca] ch, partially funded by the Council continues on the

aquatic weeds Salvinia and Alligator weed, where two flee
beetles, a weevil

and a inoth are currently under trial.

6. Council has been concerned with the continuing difficulty being
experienced by District Noxious Plants Authorities in attempts
to bring prosecutions under the Act.

Repeatedly prosecutions

are thrown out on what appears to be technicalities to the

extent that successful prosecutions have become considerably
less frequent.

While realising that prosecutions are a

last resort, and not widely practised, it is nevertheless
essential that a successful prosecution is possible, otherwise
the deterrent effect is lost.

Council has commissioned a review

of the Act with the objective of putting forward appropriate
proposals to ensure adequate enforcement options are available.

7.During the previous financial year, Council had proposed that the
eight Regional Co-ordinating Committees be disbanded as they had
not been functioning with the efficiency and effectiveness
expected, and the proposal has been advocated increasingly throughout the current financial year. Council propose the functions
of the Regional Committees can more effectively be carried out
by two Field Officers responsible direct to Council, who would
travel throughout the country ensuring DNPAs were maintaining
consistency in their programming, control methods, project
application and implementation etc. The more prompt and
effective resolution of problems which directly affect Noxious
Plants Officers could also be more positively handled and many
NPOs present will be aware of circumstances that could be more

effectively dealt with by the direct involvement of officers
responsible to Council with appropriate authority.
B. Although the proposal for the disolution of the eight Regional
Co-ordinating Committees is not yet unanimously supported, there

is evidence that the appointment of two Field Officers could be
imminent.

It seems apparent that there would be two predominant

avenues of recruitment for these positions, Noxious Plants
Officers and/or MAE personnel and perhaps for secondment terms
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rather than permanent appointments.

The possibility may therefore

exist for personnel in the INPO to make an even more substantial
contribution to Noxious Plants control and eradication on a
national banis.

9. A very active programme for training Anxious Plants Officers is
supervised by a sub-committec of O.uncil, aimed in part at all Noxiol,S

Plants Officers being crrtificatcd with a "Critificate Of
hoficiency" 4· .1 qual i fication fer the con' i. 1111.,tion of the
':.1,•.id, D.,id b·; Cov,·irtiont t. I.or.,1 !»260$. Shps,·, ill,qt'.,1 ified NI'es

are apI,reaching the thice year deadline for achieving the C.O.P
qualification and the sub-coinmittee at its next meeting must

decide and recormend to the Noxious Plants Council, the policy
that should apply in respect to any failure to qualify within
the xequiled period.

The sub-committee is an extremely

effective group and the Institute's representatives on the subcommittee make a substantial and valuable contribution to the

work of the committee and in particular to the formulation of
policy recormendations.

10. The role of the Commercial & Technical- Group representative of
the Noxious Plants Council is a lower profile role than that which
applied during the years of general subsidy.

The sale and price

of chemicals by and from various sources was then a volatile subject,

especially the handling of chemicals by Local Bodies. Isolated
instances still arise which involve an element of "crossfire" to

the C&T Group representative , such as when Noxious Plants
Officers act as organisers and/or Chairman of groups purchasing
chemicals.

Contentious issues alsa arise in respect to the work

carried out under Project Employment Programmes, although at the

present time the use of handheld spraying equipment by PEP works
is authorised. Thirdly, the extent to which non-registered
chemical contractors can operate, especially within the area of

subsidised noxious plants control programmes is a problem which
reappears at times. Few of the problems however are difficult
to resolve providing there is an element of consideration and
goodwill between the parties involved.

Moved

F. Marsh

That the report as presented be received

Seconded

G. Strickett

and adopted.

Carried

REMITS/NOTICES OF MOTION (Cont'd)
E. WAIRARAPA BRANCH
, Moved
Seconded

J. Pearson

That the Noxious Plants Officers Institute

P. Hosken

write to the Law Society recommending that

their members advise prospective rural land
purchasers tc contact the local authority
Noxious Plants Officer for advice on Noxious

Plants Programmes before purchase.

Mr Craw felt it would be opposed by the Law Society.
Lost

P. CANTERBURY BPANCH

Where G,jv,·rn.:ient 14'partments and Private

Moved

R. Bllck

Groups publish infunnation recommending

Seconded

G. Foster

Noxious I'lants species and varieties as

suitable for bees, then this Institute

requests the Noxious Plants Council to require
such publication to clearly state that such
plants are Noxious and illegal to be sown,
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planted, propogated or sold, unless with
the written consent of the local D.N.P.A.
Carried

That the Institute requests the Noxious

G. OTAGO/SOUTHLAND BRANCH

Plants Council to actively encourage if not

J. Crothers

Moved

direct the District Noxious Plants Authority

M. Turner

Seconded

to send their Noxious Plants Officers' to

the Institutes Annual Conference and Training
Seminar if those officers wish to attend.
Carried

CODE OF ETHICS
Moved

G. Strickett

That the Institute adopt the Code of Ethics

Seconded

F. Marsh

subject to a word change.

Moved:

Crothers

That the Code of Ethics be referred back

Seconded

Craw

to the Executive for reconsideration and
to be presented to the 1985 A.G.M. for

adoption and circulated prior to Conference.
Carried

GENERAL BUSINESS

Crop Register
The President made a commitment at the Contractors' Conference in Christchurch

last year, that the topic of a 'Crop Register' would be brought forward at this
Conference.

He asked members to take it back to their Branches and discuss, and

where possible. a Crop Register could be established. and that it be worked towards
in respective localities.

Any Crop Register is not final, only a guide.

There is

no provision for an Of f icer in Authority to be ·made liable through information
contained in a Crop Register.

R. McGNiness asked that a vote of thanks and confidence be given to the
Otago/Southland Branch for having Conference details so well organised.
Mr Jeffrey - Plea to N.P.0.'s for assistance with posters and information on
Noxious Plants for his displays.

Mr Hoskins - Job Circulation.

He also requested irformation on who owned the

Video and why was it not shown in Statement of Assets.
Mr Marsh in reply: Counties & Municipal Associations have been asked to notify
the Institute of any vacancies.

This is to be pursued again.

Also that Executive members are made aware of vacancies and

they in turn will circulate to the Executives of the Branches
to advise their members.

Mr Strickett in reply - We funded the purchase of the Video equipment.
belongs to the Local Government Board.

Mr D,iniel - Regarding the 1 SSUC Of Protect.

Equipment

We only funded it.

Matter in hand .

Mr Frizzell - Advislng thal all members now on computer and requesting that
Changes of Address etc be ddvised as soon as possible and advising
that address labels for all members are available.
G. Strickett informed members that next Year,

the Banner would be replaced with

the appropriate wording for next years Conference.

G. Strickett - Thanked members for their participation in the way the meeting
was conducted.

Thanks to the National Secretary for the way he

has operated over the years.

Conference Attendance:

A special thanks to the Minute Clerk, Mrs Robyn Robb (Tauranga
County Council), who assisted so much over the last few days
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30 South Island

in the recording of our programme.

Mr Turner - Expressing a vote of thanks to the President.
Meeting was declared closed at 11.40 a.m.

Members

73 North Island

for the Institute in taking Minutes and assisting David Brown
29

Members wives

38

Councillors

26 Visitors
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MEMBERS' REGISTER
FULL MEMBERSHIP

All:.op P.A.

Peter

Tauranga C.C.

Private Bag, Tauranga

Anstis K.

Keith

Waipukurau C.C.

P.O. Box 46, Waipukurau

Ayson P.L.

Peter

Wallace C.C.

Private Bag, Otautau

Barkley R.

Ross

Nth Canty Nassella Tu.Bd

15 Hutchison st, Cheviot (privat,

Barlow J.

Jim

Masterton Bor. Council

P.O. Box 167, Masterton

Barron P.

Peter

Cook C.C.

P.O. Box 2003, Gisborne

Bennie S.K.

Stuart

Waipawa D.C.

P.O. Box 127, Waipawa

Benseman P.J.

Peter

Waimea D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 3050, Richmond, Nelson

Blick R.W.

Robert

Waimate C.C.

P.O. Box 3, Waimate

Bolton E.

Edward

Rodney C.C.

Private Bag, Ore·wa

Boyce R.L.

Robert

Marlb. Nassella Tu.Bd

Boyce Street, Renwick (private)

Bright I.W.

Ian

Franklin C.C.

Private Bag, Pukekohe

Broadhurst R.M.

Roger

Golden Bay C.C.

P.O. Box 74, Takaka

Brooking G.M.

Graham

Dannevirke C.C.

P.O. Box 71, Dannevirke

Brown D.J.

David

Blenheim Borough

Private Bag, Blenheim

Brown S.K.

Stephen

Paparua C.C.

P.O. Box 11011, Sockburn,Christc

Bulinan J.A.

John

Banks Pen. D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 6, Little River

Burgisser H.

Hans

Hawera Dist Council

P.O. Box 39, Hawera

Burn¢ide G.H.

Geoff

Manakau City

Private Bag, Manurewa, Auckland

Campbell R.J

Robert

Maniototo C.C.

P.O. Box 47, Ranfurly

Chaney S.K.

Steve

Waiheke D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 254,Ostend,Waiheke Isla.

Clapham J.R.

John

Hurunui C.C.

Leithfield R.D. l,Amberley fpriva

Claridge D.R.

Dennis

Kaikoura C.C.

31 Hastings Street, Kaikoura (i,ri·

Collins D.

Dan

Eltham C.C.

P.O. Box 40, Eltham

Cooper L.M.

Bill

Whakatane D.C.

Private Bag, Whakatane

Coster A.T.

Alex 'Otorohanga C.C.

Coupe T.A.

Tom

Egmont C.C.

P.O. Box 19, Opunakr

Cowan W.G.

Wayne

Wellington D.N.P.A.

Private Bag, Porirua

Cranston R.

Ron

Rangitikei C.C.

P.O. Box 47, Taihape

Craw J.

Jack

Whangarei C.C.

P.O. Box 4102, Kamo

Crothers K.J.

Keith

Southland D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 903, Invercargill

Daji M.

Manu

Raglan C.C.

P.O. Box 1, Ngaruawahia

Davis G.W.

Geoffrey

Waihemo C.C.

P.O. Box 17, Palmerston, 0:ago

Dempsey G.P.

Graeme

Hokianga C.C.

P.O. Box 3, Rawene

Dinmead M R.

Malcolm

Takapuna City

Private Bag, Takapuna

Bill

Wairoa C.C.

P.O. Box 13, Wairoa

Rob

Piako C.C'.

P.O. Box 266, Te Arr.ha

Donnelly R.

Robert

Waimea D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 3050, Richmond, Nelson

Drake B.R.

Brian

Kiwitea C.C.

p.0. Box 6, K i mbo 1 ton

Duncan P.T.

Jim

Cheviot C.C.

P.O. Box 22, Choviot

I.

Dickili

W.A.

Dodd R.E.

P.O. Box 11, Otorohanga
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Eden E.J.

Eric

Waimea D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 3050, Richmond, Nelson

Edmondson J.

James

Thomas/Coromandel D.C.

Private Bag, Thames

English A.

Allan

Wanganui C.C.

P.O. Box 7045, Wanganui

Farrell P.J.

Peter

Rangitikei C.C.

P.O. Box 22, Marton

Feaver A.

Athol

Southland C.C.

P.O. Box 903, Invercargill

Ferguson M.J.

Michael

Waiapu C.C.

P.O. Box 24, Te Puia Spring€;

Feron R.F.

Ronald

Marlborough D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 53, Seddon

Field K.J.

Kevin

Waipa C.C.

P.O. Box 340, Te Awamutu

Finlayson D.I.

Darby

Waikato C.C.

Private Bag, Hamilton

Foster C.J.

Cedric

Mangonui C.C.

P.O. Box 57, Kaitaia

Foster G.W.

Gary

Strathallan C.C.

P.O. Box 56, Tjmaru

Ian

Amuri C.C.

P.O. Box 14, Culverden (Box 33)

F'ullerton D.K.

David

Waikato C.C.

Private Bag, Hamilton

Gard E.H.

Ted

Wellington Reg/ D.N.P.A

Private Bag, Porirua

Gate A.B.

Austen

Cent. Auckland D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 26013, Auckland

Garrity H.S.

Bert

Wairarapa South C.C.

P.O. Box 9, Carterton

Goodall D.

Danny

Thames/Coromandel D.C.

Private Bag, Thames

Gordon D.R.

Doug

Comb. Nassella Com.

P.O. Box 24, Lawrence

Gould C.W.

Colin

Marlb. Nassella Tus. Bd

P.O. Box 105, Blenheim

Hatton P.A.

Paul

Rangitikei C.C.

P.O. Box 47, Taihape

Hayward M.T.

Mark

Bay of Islands C.C.

P.O. Box 11, Kawakawa

Healy R.

Richard

Hamilton C.C.

P.O. Box 937, Hamilton

Herbert H.J.

Haddyn

Akitio C.C.

P.O. Box 7, rongaroa

Hill N.J.

Neven

Rotorua Dist. Council

Private Bag, Rotorua

Hitchcock D.N.

Daniel

Manukau City Council

Private Bag, Manu':,u

Hodgson R.D.

Ron

Hawkes Bay C.C.

P.O. Box 342, Napier

Aolden J.S.E.

Mick

Frizzell I.E.

Hoskin H.P.

--Raglan C.C.

P.O. Box 1, Ngaruawahia

Phil

Pahiatua C.C.

P.O. Box 35, Pahiatua

Brian

Opotiki C.C.

P.O. Box 44, Opotiki

Hunter J.S.

John

Inglewood C.C.

P.O. Box 47, Inglewood

Ingram P.

Peter

Tauranga C.C.

Private Bag, Tauranga

Iremonger R.L.

Ray

Matamata C.C.

P.O. Box 13, Tirau

Jackson E.C.

Eric

Marlborough C.C.

37 Havelock Street, Renwick (pri·

Jeffery C.M.

Clarence

Horowhenua D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 258, Levin

Johnson B.L.

Brian

Rangitikei C.C.

P.O. Box 22, Marton

Jones I.W.

Ian

Ellesmere C.C.

P.O. Box 2, Ireston

Joynt P.W.

Peter

Otamatea C.C.

P.O. Box 1, Paparoa (Nthland)

Kreft A.M.

Milton

Stratford C.C.

P.O. Box 98, Stratford

Kennedy P.A.P.

Peter

Hauraki Plains C.C.

P.O. Box 59, Ngatea

Laurenson L.J.

Lewis

Waitomo C.C.

P.O. Box 404, Te Kuiti

Laurie K.D.

Ken

Hobson C.C.

Private Bag, Dargaville

Leighton A.G.

Graham

Wellington D.N.P.A.

Private Bag, Porirua

Ngaire

Silver Peaks C.C.

P.O. Box 5545, Dunedin

Kerr G.J.

Garry

McKenzi€ D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 52, Fairlie

Marsh F.J.

P'red

Wellington D.N.P.A.

Private Bag, Porirua

tough B.

Lloyd N.D.
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Maitin A.J.

Joe

Waimarino C.C.

P.O. Box 20, Ractihi

Mcraw R.B.

Robert

Waimate C.C.

P.O. Box 3, Waimate

Mcner-mott LE.

Lawrence

Manawatu C.C.

P.O. Box 1, Sanson

Bleguinness R.

Robb

Waikohu C.C.

P.O. Box 17, Te]:arak.1

Mi lizin,; 11.

Bernard

Muller C.C.

P.O. lic>x 247, l·/c·:.li•,rt

Merrilees R.J.

Robert

Southland C.C.

P.O. Box 903, Invercargill

Miller B.G.

Brot·. l

Whangarei C.C.

P.O. Box 4102, Karo

Mj-lroy K.A.

Karen

Clutha C.C.

P.O. Box 25, Balclutha

Morgan P.7.

Peter

Hurunui C.C.

Osborne Road, Amberley (private·)

Morgan R.S.

Robert

Eketakuna C.C.

P.O. Box 23, Ekattahuna

Murray C.S.

Stuart

Bruce C.C.

P.O. Box 32, Milton

Mackenzie R.W.

kid

Ellesmere C.C.

P.O. Box 2, Leoston

Mebenzie C.

Cyril

Waitomo D.C.

P.O. Box 404, To Kuiti

M' Naught J.

John

Potorua D.C.

Private Hag, Rotorua

Nicholls W.

Wayne

Marlborough C.C.

13 Nursery Lane, Scddon (Prival,

Ovenden K.

Ken

Cook C.C.

F.O. Box 2003, Gif,Lorne

Patterson B.P.

Barry

Waimate C.C.

P.O. Box 3, Waimate

Payne T.W.

Trevor

Hami 1 ton Ci ty

P.O. Bo- 937, Hamilton

Pearson J.B.

Jerry

Featherston C.C.

P.O. Box 6, Martinborough

Preston E.C.

Eric

Waiapu C.C.

P.O. Box 24, To Puia Spring;

Proctor N.C.

Noel

Horowhenua C.C.

P.O. Box 258, levin

Randall P.

Pamela

Wairate West C.C.

P.O. Box 15, Manaia

R£ad R.D.

Ray

Silver Peaks C.C.

P.O. Box 5545, rurir·din

Regan T.J.

Terry

Whakatane D.C.

Private Bag, Whakdtane

Rhodes D.C.

Don

Rodney C.C.

Private Bag, Ore'wa

Roberts A.

Alan

Grey C.C.

P.O. Box 39, Greymouth

Robertson D.S.

Doug .Piako C.C.

P.O. Box 266, Te Aroha

Robinson J.D.

Jack -

Patea C.C.

P.O. Box 28, Patea

Roderi ck T.M.

Mick

Taumaranui D.N.P.A.

Privati Bag, Taumaranui

Rossiter D.

David

Eyre/Rangiora D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 9, Rangiora

Salmon R.J.

John

Manawatu D.N.P.A.

P.O. Box 951, Palurrston North

Salter J.D.

John

Tuapeka C.C.

P.O. Box 24, Lawrence

Whangaroa C.C.

P.O. Box 69, Kaeo

Smi th D.C.

Dave

Malvern C.C.

P.O. Box 1, Darfield

Stachurski J.J.

John

Stratford

P.O. Box 98, Stratford

Stark C.D.

Clifford

Hawkes Bay C.C.

P.O. Box 342, Napier

Stock P.

Peter

Taupo C.C.

Private Bag, Taupo

Strickott G.J.

Graham

Waimea C.C.

P.O. Box 3070, hic·hmond, N.·1:.on

Teale A.

Alan

Ashburton C.C.

p.0. Box 43, Astiliurt..on

Thacker J.

John

Christchurch City

Pri val, W,7, Chri :.1 chijr'.·h

Thompson R.E.

Rob

Rodney C.C.

17 Li.]burn Street, Warkworth

Shepherd M.B. Mike

Thorburn T.B.

Brian

Ohinemuri C.C.

P.O. Box 17, Paeroa

Trounson J.

3 ames

Hobson C.C.

Private Bag, Dat·gaville

Turner M.

Murray

Vincent C.C.

P.O. Box 4, Clyde

Vincent D.J.

Barrie

Waitotara C.C.

P.O. Box 7020, St Jr,lins, Welliqa'i
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Wildbore O.C.

Owen

Westland C.C.

P.O. Box 64, Hokitika

Wills P.

Phillip

Bay of Islands C.C.

P.O. Box 11, Kawakawa

Whale R.W.

Robert

Pohangina C.C.

Private Bag, Ashhurst

Worsley K.J.

Kevin

Masterton C.C.

P.O. Box 39, Masterton

Zrinyi A.G.

Arthur

Taranaki C.C.

P.O. Box 56, New Plymouth

Otorohanga D.C.

P.O. Box 11, Otorohanga

Kilkolly P.

Peter

LIFE MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE

Carter A.T.

Tom

6 Okoroire Road, Tirau

Daniel E.N.

Neville

Waitaki C.C., P.O. Box 108, Oamaru

Healy A.J.

Arthur

98 Ratray Street, Riccarton, Christchurch

Lovett F.W.

Fred

53 MacKenzie Street, Geraldine

Neill S.

Sam

St Aubyn Street, Hastings

Robinson J.

John

85 Alexandra Street, Marton

Sutton W.J.H.

Bill

Armagh Terrace, Marton

Smart F.W.

Frank

Williams I.H.

2 Opetoru Road, Raglan
P.O. Box 47, Geraldine (private)

Ivan

SPECIAL HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE

Anderson A.S.

Stan

14 Ronberg Street, Palnerston North

Collins T.

Tom

82 Ronaldsay Street, Palmerston , Otago

Crawford J.

Jack

73 Alice Street. Invercargill

Green H.B.

Bing

R.D.1., Kaeo, (Northland)

Hoskin E.F.

Ernie

Springston, R.D.4., Christchurch

Nellson R.

Ray

221 Main Street, Pahiatua

Mathews L.J.

Ies

Ruak ura Research Station, Private Bag, Hamilton

Woodley N.

Norm

Main Road, Grey town

HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE

Dulieu S.

Stan

Taupo County Council, Private Bag, Taupo

Gameson J.H.

Jim

Pricklewood, R.D. 1, Kaikoura

Morris H.

Hunter

Mt Somers R.D. 1., Ashburton

Bowater C.

Claude

C/- T.A. Coupe, P.O. Box 19, Opunake

McAllister R.J.

Dick

P.O. Box 1, Sanson

Menzies L.J.

Les

Carters Beach, R.D.2., Westport

George

Sims Street, Frankton, Queenstown

Manson G.

ASSOCIATED M™HERS OF THI·' INSTITUTE

Blight J.D.

John

Lands and Survey Department, Private Bag, Rotorua

Butler J.H.

John '

M.A.F. Research Division, P.O. Box 24, Lincoln

Congdon R.

Reg

N.P.C., P.O. Pox 2298, Wellington

Challis J.

Jackie

N.P.C., P.O. Box 2298, Wellington

56

Bourdot G.W.

Graeme

Harper L.

Lucy

Ruakura Research Centre, Private Bag, Hamilton

Hampton M.

Myra

M.A.F. Research Centre, Private Bag, Levin

D.S.I.R. Lincoln Research Unit, Private Bag, Lincoln

M.A.F. Research Unit, P.O. Box 24, Lincoln

Hill R.

Richard

Jessip T.

Tom

D.S.I.R. C/- Lincoln Research Centre, Private Bag, Lincoln

Langford P.

Peter

N.Z.T.C.I., Private Bag, Lower Hutt

Moore F.

Fred

19A Bloomsbury Grove, Newlands, Wellington

Parkes D.

David

E.T.0. (Noxious Plants) M.A.F., P.O. Box 2298, Wellington

Pc>pay A.I.

Ian

M.A.F., Private Bag, Palmerston North

Sanders

Jack

Hamilton City Council, P.O. Box 937, Hamilton

Syrret P.

Pauline

D.S.I.R. Lincoln Research Unit, Private Bag, Lincoln ,

Ward G.

Geoff

Rodney County Council, Private Bag, Orewa

HONORARY MEMBERS PASS AWAY
Members will be saddened to learn of the recent deaths of Bill Fawcett (ex

Banks Peninsula D.N.P.A.) and Cliff Grieg (ex Waimea D.N.P.A.), both Special
Honorary Members of the Institute.

Condolences were sent on behalf of all members of the Institute to the respective families-

PUBLIC LIABILITY

At the A.G.M. and at the Executive Meeting following Conference the question of

N.P.0.'s being covered by public liability was raised. David Brown has discussed
this with the secretary of one of the largest Local Body Officers' Union in the
country and was advised that all awards in their area have this clause written in.

With regards to other areas outside their scope, when our Secretary has received
those Union addresses they will be contacted.

When this matter was brought up at the 1983 Conference it was found then that
this clause had been written into the majority of awards.

LAPEL BADGES
Our Secretary, Dave Brown, advises that additional badges are available from him
at a cost of three dollars each.

Our Secretary, David Brown, advises that additional I.N.P.0. badges are available from him at a cost of $3.00 each.
Money must accompany order.

Get it right 1
the first time

Clean up with Roundup® herbicide

Costs less

around sheds and equipment storage

Ideal because with Roundup you can control

areas, along fencelines and drains. It's the

weeds with one treatment. You don't have to

ideal herbicide for use all around the farm

spray the same weeds again and because
you can reducetheamount of herbicide you
need on the next season's spraying, it actually
costs you less in the long run.

all year round wherever weeds are a
problem.
Right down to the roots
Ideal because Roundup® herbicide

translocates throughout the entire plant
down into the root system to control
a wide range of broadleaf and

grass weeds.

Biodegradable
Ideal because Roundup is biodegradable,
breaking down to natural products in soil and
water. You can even spray Roundup without
obtaining water rights.
Get some Roundup from your merchant today
andgetyourweed management right the
first time.

Clean up with Roundup® herbicide

.

9;{?A 44

Monsanto
MS 541

® Registered trademark of Monsanto Co., U.S.A. © Copyright Monsanto New Zealand ltd 1984

.../74/:4»
::ill.
:40

#-1=1.-Glh %.3.4-41./.il//t //:-4 <3. *:
¢4<*14

-

4

m-„,„,

,
4§5: '·1, f:::: .f :::¥ &

- 4%3 2*.ID %47 7.. - ..ly//OR;.<A-im#/1/1//FEET/&/#4 4/tifi/
VA.

.1'f,gli# z'

,

4

'400

k

I , 5. i 7 4#:

///97:13.4 £1 9 I , f :iF

409----il---

L

J

.

'01

-0

I

0

9.

I

01

-.I

./

.

0

JIW5532

Proven efficiency in the control of gorse,

blackberry, broom, sweet brier, barberry, tutsan
and many other brushweeds.
• Positive end kill. • Year-round application.
• Minimum overall cost.
• Concentrated for convenience.

MFM29IF
4* for our free Technical Bulletin 220 'Control of Gorse'.

Like to know more? Send to the address below

| >POLATIgth..M-a=.a
[98?24, 1.-,

TORDON* BRUSHKILLER DS
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M9re power
In every
--8

...
9 «9394 «03%92 'i,f.#1

' TORDON registered trademark of The Dow Chemical Company -vll-l-l=l=l=l=l=l=l/
' Registered trademark of Ivon Watkins-Dow Limited

IVON WATKINS-DOW LTD

Private Bag New Plymouth

pack.

